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Professors and students weigh in on 
Laurier’s first-ever fall reading week 
investigation
municipal election
Active classroomsParty like it’s 2001A campus mourns
Campus, page 4Arts & Life, page 11Campus, page 6
laurier’s active learning 
classrooms are gaining 
traction.
themuseum held a 
2001: A Space Odyssey-
themed event saturday. 
on monday morning a 
first-year student died, 
leaving wlu shocked.
Evaluating 
reading week
New mayor for 
city of Waterloo
Wilfrid Laurier University is back in 
action again after experiencing its 
first fall reading week. The fall break 
was implemented by the Senate last 
November and is on a trial period for 
three years, at which point it will be 
reconsidered.
Kimberly Dawson, professor of 
kinesiology and physical education, 
said she has always been uncertain 
of how beneficial reading week is 
in general, finding that it causes 
midterms to be pushed to one side of 
the week or the other. However, she 
found that this wasn’t so much the 
case this fall.
“I don’t think they felt crunched 
like they usually do with the spring 
reading week for some reason,” she 
said. “It seemed to me that they were 
able to manage quite a bit of it.”
Part of this, she thought, may be 
because students are more likely to 
travel over the winter reading week 
than in the fall. 
“I think having this one in the 
fall really helped them get back on 
track — they really used it for what 
it was meant for,” she continued. “I 
think the classes all came back quite 
relaxed.”
She also said that her students 
seemed more energized after coming 
back. However, Stephanie DeWitte-
Orr, assistant professor of health 
sciences and biology, noticed the 
opposite in her classes. 
“I did notice after reading week 
everyone was completely exhausted,” 
she said. “Participation in class really 
went down. And I noticed a lot of 
sick coughs and things like that.”
Both Dawson and De-Witte Orr 
On Monday, people across Ontario 
took to the polls to elect new leaders 
in a round of municipal elections. 
Brenda Halloran, who had served 
as Waterloo’s mayor since 2006, did 
not seek re-election, so residents had 
four new faces to choose from.  
Taking roughly 55 per cent of the 
vote was Dave Jaworsky, receiving 
over 14,000 votes. 
Runner-up Erika Traub took 
roughly 25 per cent with 6,292 votes, 
Dave MacDonald received approxi-
mately 17 per cent with 4,432 votes 
and Rami Said was just under three 
per cent with 696 votes. 
Waterloo also saw a voter turnout 
of around 36 per cent, down from 
the previous election’s 40 per cent 
in 2010. 
“It’s just been an awesome ride,” 
said Jaworsky on election night. “And 
to see results like that, it’s an incred-
ible feeling.” 
Jaworsky largely campaigned on 
the issues of economic prosperity 
and development, primarily work-
ing with other mayors and regional 
councillors to create a Waterloo 
Region economic development 
strategy. 
“We need to get the three mayors 
of the cities together, along with the 
four mayors of the townships, as well 
as the regional chair and councillors 
in creating an economic strategy,” 
he said. “Once you have a strategy, 
you work the strategy in determin-
ing where you want to go to get new 
business.” 
Jaworsky also intends to use the 
marissa evans
seNior NeWs editor
connor ward
lead reporter
Campus, page 4
Local, page 7
 “Participation in class 
really went down. And I 
noticed a lot of sick coughs 
and things like that.”
-Stephanie DeWitte-Orr, assistant 
professor of health sciences and 
biologyHawks 
return to 
final four
For the eighth 
consecutive year, 
women’s soccer 
heads to the OUA 
semifinals
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“It looks more interest-
ing than the old one.”
–Rhianna Elliott, fourth-
year biology
“The only thing I didn’t 
like is how it takes up 
the whole screen.”
–Johnny Khalil, first-year 
computer science
“The menu seems kind 
of horrible and ine  -
cient and very large.”
–Anthony Hill, first-year 
computer science
“It looks more attrac-
tive.”
–Bianca Pereira, fourth-
year chemistry
“I think it’s more user-
friendly than the other 
one.”
–Maureen Lee, fourth-
year biology
VOCAL 
CORD
What do you think of 
Laurier’s new website?
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COLOPHON
­ e Cord is the o  cial student 
newspaper of the Wilfrid Lau-
rier University community. 
     Started in 1926 as the College 
Cord, ­ e Cord is an editori-
ally independent newspaper 
published by Wilfrid Laurier 
University Student Publications, 
Waterloo, a corporation without 
share capital. WLUSP is gov-
erned by its board of directors.
     Opinions expressed within 
­ e Cord are those of the author 
and do not necessarily re  ect 
those of the editorial board, ­ e 
Cord, WLUSP, WLU or CanWeb 
Printing Inc. All content ap-
pearing in ­ e Cord bears the 
copyright expressly of their 
creator(s) and may not be used 
without written consent.
     ­ e Cord is created using Ma-
cintosh computers running Mac 
OS X 10.5 using Adobe Creative 
Suite 4. Canon cameras are 
used for principal photography.
     ­ e Cord has been a proud 
member of the Ontario Press 
Council since 2006. Any 
unsatis  ed complaints can 
be sent to the council at info@
ontpress.com.
     ­ e Cord’s circulation for 
a normal Wednesday issue 
is 6,000 copies and enjoys a 
readership of over 10,000. Cord 
subscription rates are $20.00 
per term for addresses within 
Canada.
     ­ e Cord has been a proud 
member of the Canadian Uni-
versity Press (CUP)since 2004.
PREAMBLE
­ e Cord will keep faith with 
its readers by presenting news 
and expressions of opinions 
comprehensively, accurately 
and fairly. ­ e Cord believes 
in a balanced and impartial 
presentation of all relevant 
facts in a news report, and of all 
substantial opinions in a matter 
of controversy.
     ­ e sta¡  of ­ e Cord shall 
uphold all commonly held ethi-
cal conventions of  journalism. 
When an error of omission or of 
commission has occurred, that 
error shall be acknowledged 
promptly. When statements 
are made that are critical of an 
individual, or an organization, 
we shall give those a¡ ected 
the opportunity to reply at the 
earliest time possible. Ethical 
journalism requires impartial-
ity, and consequently con icts 
of interest and the appearance 
of con icts of interest will be 
avoided by all sta¡ .
     ­ e only limits of any news-
paper are those of the world 
around it, and so ­ e Cord will 
attempt to cover its world with a 
special focus on Wilfrid Laurier 
University, and the community 
of Kitchener-Waterloo, and with 
a special ear to the concerns of 
the students of Wilfrid Laurier 
University. Ultimately, ­ e 
Cord will be bound by neither 
philosophy nor geography in its 
mandate.
     ­ e Cord has an obligation 
to foster freedom of the press 
and freedom of speech. ­ is 
obligation is best ful lled when 
debate and dissent are encour-
aged, both in the internal work-
ings of the paper, and through 
­ e Cord’s contact with the 
student body.
     ­ e Cord will always attempt 
to do what is right, with fear 
of neither repercussions, nor 
retaliation. ­ e purpose of the 
student press is to act as an 
agent of social awareness, and 
so shall conduct the a¡ airs of 
our news-
paper.
Quote of the week:
“Without me fuelling the 
 re you’ve got nothing.”
-Creative director Lena 
Yang re: us not having a 
quote of the week yet
FOLLOW 
US ON 
TWITTER
@CORDNEWS
@CORDARTS
@CORDSPORTS
PHOTO OF THE WEEK
HEATHER DAVIDSON
A Wilfrid Laurier University football player misses a pass at their game against the Guelph Gryphons on Saturday. Laurier went on to lose 41-36.
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A long 
history 
at WLU
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A lecture was held on thursday to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the department of religion and culture. retired professor, Peter Erb was honoured.
An entrepreneur, creator and 
student, Alexander Marshall is the 
founder and chief creative officer of 
the newly established video com-
munications agency, George Briggs 
Media.
Marshall said he always knew 
he was going to have a career in a 
creative field that integrated digital 
media — he has a large amount of 
experience in the creative industries, 
having previously owned a clothing 
company and pursued an advanced 
arts placement in high school. 
However, it wasn’t until Marshall 
began studying business at Wilfrid 
Laurier University at the age of 21 
that he really began to build his 
vision.
“I went into business school pri-
marily so I could leverage a lot of my 
design and arts skills,” he said.
While Marshall was in his second 
year of the BBA program, he began to 
seek out an opportunity.
“I saw that there was a big gap in 
the way brands were utilizing digital 
media to communicate with their 
audiences. They were treating it like 
traditional formats of branding and 
marketing,” Marshall said.
Ultimately, he wanted to build 
better dialogue between brands and 
their consumers, and thus George 
Briggs Media was formed.
Marshall used the Laurier 
LaunchPad program in order to help 
establish George Briggs Media. In 
fact, Marshall was a part of the first 
Laurier LaunchPad program to ever 
be implemented for undergraduate 
students.
He believes the program was 
extremely helpful in George Briggs 
Media’s success. He said it provided 
like-minded entrepreneurial stu-
dents with a supportive community, 
as well as mentorship.
Laurier was also George Briggs 
Media’s first client, allowing Mar-
shall and his team to work with the 
university on a number of video 
projects.
He explained he is currently tak-
ing some time off school in order to 
effectively manage the company and 
ensure that all operations are run-
ning smoothly. 
However, he plans to return to 
school this January and finish up his 
remaining coursework following the 
expansion of the company. 
Marshall has launched a new divi-
sion called George Briggs Collective, 
which is a collaborative co-working 
hub for creators and designers. 
According to him, there is a lack of 
support for these types of workers 
in the Kitchener-Waterloo area, and 
George Briggs Collective helps to 
facilitate meet-ups in order to create 
opportunities.
“What we want to do is help tran-
spire opportunities,” he said.
Marshall explained how business 
people are knowledgeable about 
methods that help execute ideas, 
however it also takes the creators, 
writers and scientists to develop a 
final product.
He encouraged Laurier students 
to utilize the Laurier LaunchPad 
program in order to leverage oneself 
and the community and reminded 
students who are looking to start 
their own business to take their 
micro-communities into account.
Many people look toward big and 
successful mentors for guidance, 
however opportunities may derive 
from anywhere. 
 “Between all the mediums, 
whether it is fashion, graphic design, 
video, it is like you got a giant tool 
box and each one of these formats 
or mediums is just another paint 
brush,” he said.
daina goldfinger
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Laurier’s LaunchPad program contributed to the success of the company.
The department of religion and 
culture has a long-standing history at 
Wilfrid Laurier University.
Since its humble beginnings at 
Waterloo Lutheran University, the 
department has grown, recently 
celebrating its 40th anniversary.
Starting as the school of religion 
and culture, the discipline has grown 
into a full-fledged department, of-
fering a bachelors of arts, masters 
program and joint PhD with the 
University of Waterloo.
“We teach courses that attract a 
large number of students a year,” said 
Carol Duncan, associate profes-
sor and chair for the department of 
religion and culture. “Thousands of 
students take religion and culture as 
part of their degree studies.”
Over the years, Duncan has seen 
the growth of the department. She 
originally joined the department in 
1997. The department at that point 
only had six full-time faculty mem-
bers. That number has since grown 
to nine. 
“One of the focal points is the 
focus on modernity and also meth-
odologies that are rooted in social 
science perspectives on religion, as 
well as culture studies.”
Brent Hagerman came to WLU 
back in 1992 to study religion and 
culture as an undergraduate student. 
Since then he has completed gradu-
ate degrees and is now a contract 
academic staff member for the 
department.
“I always thought it was a great 
department, that’s why I keep com-
ing back.”
When Hagerman first started 
studying in the 90s, he noted that 
the department seemed to be based 
more on textual analysis. Since com-
pleting his graduate studies in the 
early 2000s, he has seen the growth 
of the department first hand.
“Now if you look at the depart-
ment, there are more people who 
do more ethnographic fieldwork, in 
addition to textual analysis,” Hager-
man said.
The department hasn’t gone with-
out its challenges though. In the last 
six years, three of the longest-serving 
members of the department retired. 
One of these people was Peter Erb, 
who was among those honoured on 
Oct. 23 with a special lecture held in 
the Paul Martin Centre.
Among the stereotypes in studying 
religion and culture, the intent of en-
gaging in the study of religion seems 
to be clouded by judgment.
“That one has to be a religious 
person in order to study religion, 
that’s probably one of the biggest 
stereotypes of religious studies. For 
some that might be the case, but reli-
gious studies is an academic study. It 
is really interdisciplinary as religion 
is social phenomena,” Duncan 
explained.
“I really see the work we do as 
something important in understand-
ing and I think developing perspec-
tives for addressing social issues.”
From his own experiences study-
ing at WLU, Hagerman believed 
that studying in the department of 
religion and culture broadened his 
way of thinking.
“What religious studies did was 
broaden my thinking and it sparked 
my interest into the academic study 
of religion, getting away from the 
personal study of religion to the ob-
jective study of religion,” he said.
Moving forward with the develop-
ment of the university, Duncan sees 
the department’s members remain-
ing “major contributors.”
“I see us continue being major 
contributors to innovative teaching 
and learning. The department really 
holds innovative teaching as a core 
value, something we do participate 
in,” said Duncan.
Hagerman mentioned that back 
when he started his undergraduate 
studies at the university, he took a 
course called “The Historical Jesus” 
that really sparked his interest in the 
discipline. For him, it really empha-
sized the value in studying religion 
and culture.
“The academic study of religion 
is a really good example of what 
the humanities do best, which is 
teaching students the skills of critical 
thinking and critical reading.”
bryan stephens
arts & life editor
“i saw there was a big gap 
in the way brands were 
utilizing digital media to 
communicate with their 
audiences.”
-alexander Marshall, founder and chief 
creative officer of george Briggs Media
technology
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Alexander Marshall started George briggs Media while in his second-year at Wilfrid Laurier University,
religion & culture
Department 
marks 40th year
George Briggs Media connects brands with customers
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A 
needed 
break
— cover
said they personally enjoyed having 
the week off, though. Dawson took 
the time to travel with her family.
“Whatever the need was going to 
be, I knew I had that week,” Dawson 
said. 
“Was it going to be a time to write, 
was it going to be a time to go to 
conferences like some professors did 
— but it gave them the opportunity 
not to fight the academic schedule.”
She also liked that the week was 
placed after Thanksgiving, as it 
encouraged students to stay at home 
longer.
“I thought it was a really good 
family decision to put it after 
Thanksgiving.”
Student experiences varied as to 
where midterms and assignments 
were placed in reference to reading 
week.
“Last year, it was kind of evenly 
dispersed,” Nicole Morris, a fourth-
year global studies student, said in 
terms of how her midterms were 
scheduled. 
“This year, everything was piled 
the week after reading week.”
Brian Wilson, a fourth-year 
global studies and women’s studies 
student, said he didn’t have that 
problem and instead he loved having 
a reading week in the fall. 
“It gave me a chance to go home 
and relax for a little bit,” he said. 
“I used the first half of the week to 
relax and the second half of the week 
to prep and do work and get back 
into the swing of things.” 
While Brianne McDonald, a 
fourth-year business student, liked 
having the break, she said she’d like 
to see professors coordinate when 
they schedule midterms and assign-
ments around the week.
“If they organized it better, I think 
it would be fine,” she said.
DeWitte-Orr recognized this, as 
she said, “Maybe in science we need 
to look at standardizing when mid-
terms are so students don’t come 
back and get burned out.”
In terms of the having to start 
classes on the Thursday after Labour 
Day this year, Morris said, 
“I didn’t even notice that.” 
Wilson agreed that it didn’t affect 
him.
Sam Lambert, president and CEO 
of the Wilfrid Laurier University 
Students’ Union, said there isn’t 
any solid feedback yet in terms of 
the week, but that there is a sub-
committee of the Senate — which 
he is part of — that will be working 
to gather feedback and data over a 
three-year trial period.
“One would be Wellness Centre 
visits pre and post, just to see if it af-
fected student wellness,” he said. 
“Obviously over the three years 
they’re going to look at GPAs just 
to see if it helped students better 
prepare for midterms or gave them a 
break to get their heads together.”
The Union will also be looking at 
volunteer attrition rates as well as 
Peer Helpline usage. 
Throughout the trial period the 
sub-committee will deliver reports to 
the Senate, at the end of which there 
will be a decision to allow the week 
to remain as it is, make amendments 
to the week or forgo its continuation. 
Dawson said she’d like to see the 
week become permanent.
“It was such a great break that I 
think everyone utilized it person-
ally the way that they individually 
needed it to be, student and faculty,” 
she said. 
“I think it will be a loss if we have 
this for three years and we lose it 
[and] I think we’ll really feel the loss 
of that too.”
FROM COVER EDUCATION
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the active learning classrooms in DAWb 2-104 (pictured) and DAWb 3-106 allow students to engage in engaging group discussions with other students. 
Spaces become interactive
SHELBY BLACKLEY
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
When Mercedes Rowinsky came to 
Wilfrid Laurier University’s dean 
of arts office two and a half years 
ago, dean of arts Mike Carroll asked 
her if she had any ideas to enhance 
students’ learning experience. 
Rowinsky, the associate dean of 
student affairs and special projects, 
thought about McGill University and 
their active learning classrooms, and 
asked Carroll how much funding he 
had for special projects. 
“He had a bit of funding, but then 
we contacted the [vice-president] 
academic and the teaching support 
services, and both of them col-
laborated on the first classroom,” 
Rowinsky recounted. 
In Sept. 2012, the first active 
learning classroom at Laurier was 
created in DAWB 3-106, which has a 
40-person capacity. 
The classroom is meant to make 
the learning experience interactive 
with an emphasis on group work and 
discussion. They have circular tables 
with a laptop at each that connects to 
one of the projector screens around 
the room, removable white boards 
that can be brought to the tables for 
groups to work and projector screens 
that function as smart boards. 
This past summer, the faculty of 
arts put funding toward a second 
larger active learning classroom in 
DAWB 2-104, which can hold 72 
students.
“There is definitely a link between 
the physical space of the classroom 
and what the space conveys to 
students about the activities that 
space is meant to encourage,” said 
Sally Heath, manager of academic 
program development and review, 
and a partner on the project. “A lot 
of our classrooms, if you think about 
them, all of the seats are facing the 
front with the instructor at the centre 
... suggesting that all that’s really 
supposed to happen is that you’re 
supposed to sit and you’re supposed 
to listen.” 
The technology and physical space 
in the active learning classrooms is 
meant to support more flexible and 
active learning. 
“I think it opens up the oppor-
tunity to have a closer relationship 
because you really have the op-
portunities to chat with students, to 
have discussions and give formative 
feedback [to students] instead of 
summative,” Rowinsky explained. 
Heath and teaching support ser-
vices put together an annual report 
after the first year of the first active 
learning classroom to view feedback 
from faculty and students. Feedback 
found that student participation 
increased and classes “felt like a 
conversation,” and was very positive 
overall. 
However, challenges were noted, 
such as professors having trouble 
with technology, suggesting further 
training for faculty and/or students. 
Heath said Michael Daly, quality 
assurance coordinator in teaching 
support services, takes care of the 
faculty orientation and training in 
the active learning classrooms. 
“The very first term of the first 
room, there was a bit of a learning 
curve for sure,” Heath said.  
Eleanor Ty, a professor in the de-
partment of English and film studies, 
is teaching a first-year seminar called 
“The Monsters We Imagine” in the 
active learning classroom in DAWB 
2-104.  
“I think it gives [the students] a 
more relaxed atmosphere and it 
puts more onus on them to find 
stuff on their own and talk amongst 
themselves. The way it enhances 
[the experience] is that it is less of a 
student-teacher [dynamic]. Instead 
of a rigid space, it’s a more relaxed 
learning space,” she said. 
Ty said that although the class-
rooms work well for group work and 
discussion-based courses, they are 
not as useful for heavy lecture-based 
material. As a result, she gives her 
students an essay to read in their 
table groups or an assignment to 
work on, and they can put together 
a PowerPoint slide to portray their 
findings to the rest of the class.
Isti Kery, a fourth-year global 
studies student, has GS405X — War, 
Memory and Popular Culture — in 
DAWB 3-106. He is required to do a 
group presentation and will be using 
the six projector screens to simulate 
a war environment in the classroom. 
However, for the remainder of his 
presentation, he will be lecturing 
from the front. 
“For my sake, I’m taking a global 
studies course where it’s very much 
lecture-based and I don’t find it’s 
that valuable,” he said. 
Kery did emphasize that the true 
value in the active learning class-
rooms isn’t necessarily the technol-
ogy but the ability to sit at round 
tables with other students. 
“Sitting in those types of environ-
ments where you’re talking with 
people, it creates a lot of really good 
discussion and I really got to know 
all of the people at my table, which 
makes me want to be in that class.” 
Rowinsky said there is progress to 
make the active learning classrooms 
available through Laurier’s learning 
experience. There will be another 
active learning-type classroom in 
the new Global Innovation Exchange 
building, and the university is in the 
planning stages for another to open 
in Brantford next September. 
“Laurier is moving forward in the 
right direction and we should be 
grateful funding has been allocated 
for this project,” Rowinsky said. “Be-
cause I think it’s changing the way 
we do things.” 
Wilfrid Laurier University is in the 
process of renaming some of their 
English courses to increase their 
appeal to prospective and current 
students. 
According to Ute Lischke, chair of 
the English department, a depart-
ment meeting will be held on Mon-
day to discuss proposals of potential 
titles.
The renaming of courses will not 
only help in building attractiveness 
to students, but it will also better 
indicate what the course is about. 
Two first-year English courses 
were renamed from introduction 
to literature titles, to titles such as 
“Literature and Catastrophe” and 
“Literature and the Environment.” 
As for upper-year courses, those 
changes will be discussed at the 
department meeting. 
“I think one of the reasons [to 
change course titles] is simply so that 
we can indicate to students much 
better the content of the courses … 
if you can define it specifically with 
a title, then people are much more 
aware of what it is they are taking,” 
said Lischke.
Along with renaming course titles, 
Michael Carroll, dean of the faculty 
of arts, has asked all departments 
to consider developing new courses 
that are appealing and will continue 
to contribute to that department’s 
learning outcomes. 
The process of making any 
changes to course titles is systematic, 
as the changes are first sent to the 
department and then to the faculty 
of arts curriculum committee. 
Forms are filled out and rationales 
must be given, which explains the 
need for renaming. 
After rationales are presented, the 
new course names will need to be 
approved by Senate. 
The offer to change course titles 
was also put out to the entire faculty 
of arts, Carroll confirmed in an e-
mail. 
New titles will appear on the 
academic calendar when the process 
is completed, which could take up 
to a year. 
Updates on these changes will be 
available on Monday, Nov. 3 follow-
ing the department meeting. 
Course names to be reworked
LENA YANG/CREATIVE DIRECTOR
EriKA YmAnA
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ACADEMICs
Two Wilfrid Laurier University pro-
fessors were recently recognized for 
their unique excellence in teaching. 
Donna Kotsopoulos and Edmund 
Pries were both nominated by a 
group of students, friends and col-
leagues for the Ontario Confedera-
tion of University Faculty Associa-
tions teaching award. 
 e award honours outstanding 
contributions to university teaching 
or academic librarianship, and was 
presented on Oct. 25.
Kotsopoulos, an associate profes-
sor in the faculty of education, a 
graduate coordinator and cross-
appointed to the department of 
mathematics, said a group of people 
came together to nominate her for 
the award. 
Kristiina Montero, a member 
of the faculty of education, led the 
nomination with support from Pat 
Rogers, associate vice-president of 
teaching and learning and Jeanette 
McDonald, manager of educational 
development at the centre for teach-
ing innovation and excellence. 
Other faculty, sta , former stu-
dents and community members also 
came together to write a package for 
Kotsopoulos for the nomination. 
 ere were a large volume of let-
ters, but only 10 letters were sent to 
represent her.
Pries, an assistant professor in 
global studies, believes he won the 
OCUFA award thanks to his students 
and colleagues. 
According to Pries, the nomina-
tion team included McDonald, but 
the o  cial nominator was Michel 
Desjardins, associate dean of arts. 
Kotsopoulos started teaching at 
Laurier in 2007. 
Before then, she was an elemen-
tary and secondary school teacher. 
She now teaches in the bachelor of 
education program and mathemat-
ics. 
 “One of the things that was mod-
eled for me was that I had amazing 
teachers from kindergarten straight 
through university, and what was 
modeled for me that I try to do with 
my own students is the idea of teach-
ing in the in-between spaces,” she 
said. 
She said one of her favourite 
elements about teaching is getting 
her students involved in her own 
research programs. 
“It’s important to educate the stu-
dent, but I believe teaching is more 
about developing the whole person. 
So what matters to you outside of 
the classroom — getting a job, the 
kind of things that you’re interested 
in, tapping into those interests in 
my teaching, connecting with you 
outside of the class on a one-to-one 
— these things are important to me.”
Kotsopoulos believes she was 
nominated for the award because of 
her mentorship with students and 
faculty. 
She takes her teaching to a di er-
ent level and believes other people 
saw that.
“I think teaching is a privilege and 
I don’t take that for granted, so to be 
recognized for something that’s such 
a privilege to do is quite incredible.”
Kotsopoulos also won the 2014 
Ho mann-Little award, presented 
by Laurier, in recognition of a 
faculty member for their excellence 
in teaching, research and profes-
sional endeavours. A group of former 
students believed she deserved the 
award and nominated her.
“Everybody can be excellent in the 
classroom, it’s what you have to o er 
when you’re sitting one-on-one with 
the student,” she said. 
As for Pries, this is his second 
teaching award. 
His  rst was the Wilfrid Laurier 
University Award for Teaching Excel-
lence in 2011. Pries has been teach-
ing at Laurier since 2008, but taught 
in Brantford from 2006 to 2007. 
Previously, he taught at Laurier 
from 1999 to 2000. 
When asked how he felt about 
winning the award, Pries said he felt 
very grati ed.
“You teach because you love to 
teach,” he said. “Teaching is my 
passion — I love nothing more than 
being in a classroom with my stu-
dents and exploring issues together 
with them. I want to hear what my 
students have to say because they 
have really good ideas and it helps 
me learn and understand an issue 
better when I’m processing an issue 
with students.”
According to Pries, it was a privi-
lege to be recognized with the award, 
but he said it’s a bigger privilege to 
teach. 
 “I think that’s the greatest privi-
lege, to be able to be in a university 
setting,” he said. “And this is a great 
university. We have such a good 
body of students, great faculty, great 
administrators in terms of build-
ing the overall environment for the 
university and all the other programs 
that go with them.”
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STUDENTS’ UNION
Two sta  members 
leave Students’ Union
Two members Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity Students’ Union sta  have 
moved on to new positions, interim 
executive director Chris Turner 
explained. 
Kat Lourenco, former director of 
marketing and communications, and 
Spiwe Mapuranga, former assistant 
controller, left the Union in early 
October to pursue new career op-
portunities. 
Lourenco, who was with the 
Union as a student executive and in 
a marketing role for around seven 
years, is moving to help her friends 
in a marketing tech startup company 
in Toronto. 
Mapuranga, who recently received 
her designation and  nished her 
masters of business administration 
at Laurier, took a job in Alberta in the 
oil and gas industry.
“It’s great for the people, great op-
portunities and we’ve provided them 
the chance to learn and grow here to 
move on to bigger and better things,” 
Turner said. 
“But [it’s] not so good for us 
because now we have to  ll positions 
and  nd people as good as the ones 
leaving.” 
Turner explained that Mapuran-
ga’s position will need to be  lled 
immediately, as she took care of the 
Union’s bills and did payroll for all 
of the sta , including the part-time 
sta  that works at Wilf’s, Turret and 
the U-Desk. 
A job posting was put on the 
Students’ Union website at the 
beginning of the week, changing the 
position from assistant controller to 
full-time sta  accountant. 
Accounting services administrator 
Ping Fu has also come on as a sta  
accountant in a full-time position. 
“Now that we’ll have two full-time 
sta  accountants, it will probably 
come in at the same cost [as the 
previous arrangement] or a little bit 
cheaper, and it gives me more ¥ ex-
ibility,” Turner said. 
“One of the challenges in a small 
organization, particularly with things 
like payroll, is you don’t really have 
the luxury of having two or three dif-
ferent people that know how to do it.” 
Hiring a second full-time sta  ac-
countant will give the Union the ¥ ex-
ibility of having both alternate with 
payroll on a weekly basis, and also 
take care of the issue of transition — 
if one of the individuals chooses to 
move on from the organization — as 
well as if one gets sick or takes an 
extended vacation. 
Turner said it’s a bene t because 
they’ll have resources that “can step 
in and  ll the gaps.” 
For the time being, until that per-
son is hired, Fu, Turner and external 
help will take care of payroll and the 
 nances.
As for the director of marketing 
position, Turner explained that it 
will be “put on hold” until the new 
executive director has been hired. 
 e Union is currently through the 
 rst cut of applications for the posi-
tion and will be starting interviews, 
hoping to hire someone for Decem-
ber or at the beginning of the winter 
term. 
“And then that person, working 
closely with [president and CEO], 
Sam Lambert, will decide how they 
want to move forward on hiring that 
position.”
For the time being, the other three 
members of the marketing team 
will be taking on what Turner calls 
“extended roles.” 
Marketing set out their goals and 
objectives ahead of time, so they will 
continue to work through projects 
that have already been set forth for 
the year. 
“ at’s probably the best way to 
handle that one because I don’t think 
we want to go out and hire a new 
person that would report directly to 
the executive director without their 
input,” Turner explained. 
He continued that Lourenco 
has agreed to consult on a couple 
projects she started in the upcoming 
months, while Mapuranga is “just 
a phone call or e-mail away” if the 
Union needs help. 
As for transition, Turner doesn’t 
see any major issues for the Students 
Union’s services or day-to-day 
operation. 
“It’s more of a ‘maintenance 
mode’ in getting things done that 
need to be done and not as much 
strategic planning or forward think-
ing for new initiatives until those 
roles are  lled and decided on,” he 
said. 
SHELBY BLACKLEY
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
Lourenco, Mapuranga take experience to new positions
PROFILE
Recognizing ‘unique’ teaching
KAITLYN SEVERIN
LEAD REPORTER
JESSICA DIK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Professors Donna Kotsopoulos (le ) and Edmund Pries (right), were recognized for their unique teaching methods. 
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Laurier 
student 
passes
A  rst-year student at Wilfrid Laurier 
University passed away after being 
found in “medical distress” early 
Monday morning.
According to a statement released 
by the university Monday night, the 
student was found in King’s Court 
residence at 345 King Street North. 
It has not been said if the student 
died in residence or in the hospital.
As of that evening, the Student 
Wellness Centre and Residence Life 
were o ering support to students at 
the residence and the university is 
o ering counselling to anyone af-
fected by the student’s death. 
“ is is a tragedy that saddens 
the entire Laurier community,” said 
David McMurray, vice-president of 
student a airs in the statement. 
“Our hearts go out to the family, 
friends and classmates of this young 
man. As we come to terms with this 
loss, we know it will touch many 
within the university community and 
we will extend whatever assistance 
we can to help those a ected.” 
On Monday night, over 100 people 
gathered at the Rohr Chabad Centre 
for Jewish Life on Albert Street to 
mourn and remember the young 
man, led by Rabbi Moshe Goldman.
KATE TURNER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Student found in 
‘medical distress’
TRAGEDYTECHNOLOGY
After almost two years of work, Wil-
frid Laurier University’s new website 
is o  cially live.  e project was a 
conjoined e ort by the departments 
of communication, public a airs 
and marketing, and information and 
communication technologies.
Nela Petkovic, director of ICT 
renewal project, explained that over 
the last two months they have been 
bringing Cascade Server, the content 
management system, to life, as well 
as setting up templates, adding con-
tent and connecting with di erent 
factions of the university to receive 
input. 
On Friday at 7:00 p.m., the domain 
name system switch occurred, at 
which point wlu.ca became the new 
website and the old website became 
legacy.wlu.ca. 
“It was exciting when you  ip the 
DNS and the site gradually comes 
up,” said Helen Exley, associate di-
rector of marketing and creative ser-
vices with CPAM. “It’s very rewarding 
for all the hard work. It’s been a lot 
of long hours for the whole team. 
 ey’ve put in a lot of energy and 
dedication to building every page to 
what it is today.”
While the website was accessible 
over the weekend, the o  cial launch 
wasn’t until Monday morning.
“We just did our last-minute iron-
ing of links that needed to be  xed, 
of content that needed to be added,” 
Petkovic said of what they worked on 
over the weekend.
Although the launch of the new 
wlu.ca means it’s now functional, 
Exley explained that this is only 
phase one, which is why the old site 
still exists. 
“ e new site is really geared 
toward prospective students, gradu-
ate and undergraduate students, so 
it is more of that outward-facing to 
that group,” she explained. “For now, 
because our current site has over 
400,000 pages on it, we can only do 
so much at one time.”
Accordingly, current students, 
sta  and faculty will still be using the 
old website for their needs. Eventu-
ally, the old website will be phased 
out as more content is brought onto 
the new site.
Leading up to the launch, Exley 
said they were focused on testing the 
new product. 
“We did usability testing with pro-
spective students — undergraduate, 
graduate and international,” she said. 
“We also tested a number of cur-
rent students and their favourite line 
was, ‘ is really looks and feels like 
Laurier.’ So you know we hit it there.”
 ey also did accessibility and 
quality assurance testing to make 
sure all the links were functional.
Because the site is focusing largely 
on catering to prospective students, 
emphasis was put on the informa-
tion architecture.  is means they 
designed the site according to how 
prospective students generally navi-
gate unfamiliar websites.
“In the usability testing for 
prospective students, they went to 
programs — that was the  rst click — 
they went through it, and then ‘Life 
at Laurier,’” said Petkovic. 
As such, there is now a link direct-
ly to a list of programs at the univer-
sity and a link to access information 
about what life at Laurier is like.
Exley explained that with the 
old site, prospective and current 
students had to “sift through all the 
other information to see what’s rel-
evant” to them. Now, they’re trying 
to di erentiate the audiences.
“ at’s very telling,” said Ken 
Boyd, director of ICT solutions. 
“ at’s a real signi cant shift in how 
we’re thinking about the information 
we present. We think about the audi-
ence and present it in that way rather 
than try to be all things to all people 
all at once.”
 e site also encourages the 
idea of “one Laurier,” where all the 
information is found in one place 
regardless of campus.  
Currently, they are still working on 
the timeline for when information 
for sta , faculty and students will be 
brought to the new site.
“I think the only other thing for 
current students is thanking them 
for their patience and if they do  nd 
any links that are broken, or anything 
that isn’t working as it should on 
legacy.wlu.ca, to contact the web 
team and we will jump to get it  xed,” 
said Exley.
New website 
launched
MARISSA EVANS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
JOSHUA AWOLADE/GRAPHICS EDITOR
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— cover 
economic development strategy to 
continue the arrivals of business 
heavyweights from around the coun-
try. Recently, Waterloo has seen in-
vestment banker, and current judge 
of the show Dragons’ Den, Michael 
Wekerle purchase old Blackberry 
property, intent on bringing new 
projects to the city. Jaworsky said 
he believes this is a perfect example 
of “someone who sees the value of 
Waterloo from the outside.” 
“Sometimes us living here in 
Waterloo, we don’t see what a great 
place we are to live in, and I think 
that’s where entrepreneurship and 
the economic development strategy 
really make sense, because people 
are looking to do business in Water-
loo,” said Jaworsky. 
Another topic that came up often, 
and largely served as a point of 
contention for some candidates, was 
transit. Transit’s hot button topic, the 
ION light rail transit project, served 
as a divider between Waterloo’s 
mayoral candidates. 
Jaworsky sat with fellow may-
oral candidates Said and Traub as 
a supporter of the ION LRT system, 
but also stressed the importance of 
expanding all forms of local transit to 
meet the demands of the future. 
“It is all about moving people. 
More roads and cars means more 
gridlock,” said Jaworsky. “We need to 
ensure we have an effective transit 
system. For now that’s GRT, soon the 
ION, but also the all-way two-way 
GO service and our airport — all 
need to be embraced as different 
forms of transportation, along with 
alternative forms like bike lanes and 
walking trails.” 
Another issue that frequently 
arose, especially during the two 
candidates’ debates on the city’s 
university campuses, was student 
involvement. All candidates stressed 
the need to have more students 
involved in municipal politics and 
championed their proposals to allow 
for more student involvement. 
Jaworsky, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Waterloo himself, argued 
the necessity of a tighter relationship 
between city hall and the students’ 
unions of the two universities as a 
way to foster student interest. 
“I think really what we need to do 
as mayor is focus on working with 
the student unions and federations 
directly, to make sure we are in tune 
with the needs of the students,” he 
said. “I think that’s what will impress 
the students, is showing that we’re 
involved.” 
Jaworksy will take the reins as 
mayor on Dec. 1. He is one of many 
newly elected mayors across South-
west Ontario who is facing their first 
foray into elected office. 
“I think Waterloo really wants a 
Waterloo-centric person, and that’s 
the mayor I intend to be,” he said. 
On Monday, residents of the City of 
Waterloo cast their final ballots to 
determine the winning councillors 
for each of the wards in the region.
Melissa Durrell has been ac-
claimed and re-elected as councillor 
of Ward 7, which stretches all along 
uptown Waterloo.
Jeff Henry has been re-elected 
as councillor of Ward 6, which 
surrounds both universities and 
Northdale. 
Durrell expressed her excitement 
for her renewed position as council-
lor.
“I am excited to work with the new 
council,” she said. 
“We have put the City of Waterloo 
on a certain path and it means we 
will continue to move in that direc-
tion, and there is some new council-
lors as well, who can help be a part of 
that dialogue.”
She plans to continue working on 
the light rail transit initiative, with 
hopes of minimally impacting small 
business owners. There are also 
plans to change the streetscape in 
uptown Waterloo.
Durrell explained how there 
are plans to rework King Street by 
making it more vibrant, pedestrian 
friendly and cycling friendly. This 
is going to be a multi-million dollar 
project, she said.
She has also been working on 
an economic development project 
called the Waterloo Walk, which is 
going to naturalize Laurel Creek and 
transform it into an economic devel-
opment area.
“We are changing the patterns of 
the way people are going to be using 
uptown. It is going to be transforma-
tional over the next four years,” said 
Durrell.
There are committees of coun-
cil that help make decisions and a 
separate council dedicated to talking 
about the decisions that are made. 
Durrell encouraged students who are 
interested to apply to these positions 
in order to help make a difference 
within the community.
“I want to look for ways we can 
create more jobs to keep more stu-
dents in this community,” she said.
Henry is also excited about renew-
ing his position as Ward 6 councillor 
for the next four years.
“I think it’s a fantastic feeling to 
know that I have such broad engaged 
support across the community I 
represent,” he said.
“It means we really made a con-
nection, I have been doing the right 
things, the right way with the com-
munity.”
He hopes to continue to listen to 
the community and help them with 
any concerns, while simultaneously 
moving the city forward.
Henry plans to look toward to the 
infrastructure challenge and to find 
an affordable, sustainable plan to 
renew that initiative. 
He said he is also hoping to 
continue with the revitalization of 
Northdale, ensuring there is afford-
able housing within the neighbour-
hood.
He said he is excited to be working 
with the new mayor and new mem-
bers of council.
“There are a lot of great initia-
tives that this council has started 
and the next council will need to see 
through,” he said. 
Jaworsky claims victory in Waterloo
Durrell, Henry 
see re-election
Gaining roughly 55 per cent of the vote, Dave Jaworsky will take office as Waterloo mayor Dec. 1
Ward 6 and 7 councillors renewed 
from cover
municipal elections
daina goldfinger
leaD reporter
heather davidson/photo editor
Kitchener-Waterloo MPP catherine Fife and mayor-elect Dave Jaworsky celebrate his victory at the Waterloo Inn Monday evening. Jaworsky will take over from mayor brenda Halloran on Dec. 1.
will huang/photo editor
Jeff Henry (left) and Melissa Durrell (right) were both re-elected to council in the Waterloo municipal elections.
“i think that’s what will 
impress the students, is 
showing that we’re 
involved.” 
-dave Jaworsky, waterloo
 mayor-elect
“i want to look for ways we 
can create more jobs to 
keep more students in this 
community.”
-Melissa durrell, ward 7 
councillor-elect 
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Michael Wekerle, a well-known To-
ronto investment banker, founder of 
Di erence Capital and new Dragons’ 
Den judge, is making a big invest-
ment in Waterloo. 
Wekerle is no stranger to the city 
of Waterloo and its greatest success 
stories. In fact, as the senior trader at 
GMP Securities, he was responsible 
for taking Research In Motion, now 
known as Blackberry, public in 1997. 
Wekerle has now bought one of the 
old Blackberry properties at 156 Co-
lumbia and is under contract for the 
Blackberry six, seven, and 10 build-
ings, as well as two of the former tech 
giant’s parking lots. 
“I’m trying to create an area of 
excellence,” said Wekerle. “With the 
LRT and the infrastructure going 
in there, with the strength of all the 
universities, I think I’m creating 
something like Liberty Village.” 
Wekerle’s premier business proj-
ect in the area will be the launch of 
a new tech incubator, the working 
title of which has been dubbed the 
Waterloo Innovation Network. He, in 
conjunction with his  rm Di erence 
Capital, which is heavily involved in 
tech, media and healthcare, wants to 
attract entrepreneurs to the area to 
live and thrive. 
“What I’m going to do is in ex-
change for a small piece of equity, 
what I call milkman equity, will 
be a three month basis of free rent 
which can be extended for another 
three months, and after six months 
you’ll have access to funding,” said 
Wekerle, explaining how he intends 
to host startups in his new incubator. 
Wekerle appears to see an invest-
ment opportunity in Waterloo that 
he hasn’t seen in other regions. 
However, it’s not only the business 
opportunities that have Wekerle ex-
cited about Waterloo, it’s also the city 
itself and the culture built around 
it, as he mentioned that Waterloo 
had “small time charm with big time 
capability.” 
In addition to the tech incubator, 
Wekerle is also seeking to bring a 
variety of other business and hous-
ing opportunities to the Columbia 
St. area. 
“As far as the companies go in 
the social environment, look for 
Wahlburgers to open there soon, 
with appearances from the family,” 
said Wekerle. “Look for Boston Pizza, 
given that the franchisees in the area 
want to do that, which I think they 
will, and look for the institutions like 
the LCBO and  e Beer Store to be 
there.” 
Wekerle also plans on bringing 
new entertainment opportunities, 
like the recent Wektoberfest event 
he put on at 156 Columbia. A well-
known music fan and enthusiast, he 
is also looking to bring some exciting 
acts to Waterloo. 
“We’re going to have live bands, 
54-40, USS, I got Motley Crue com-
ing there. Over the next year you’re 
going to see a bunch of rollouts,” he 
said. 
Wekerle has also expressed his 
interest in Waterloo as being more 
than just a business investment. For 
him, Waterloo seems to be a per-
sonal and family investment, as well. 
“My son is going to Conestoga 
next year, my daughter will be going 
into grade 12 and hopefully going to 
Waterloo or Laurier. I got four chil-
dren that are going to be in university 
in the next four years,” said Wekerle. 
“I’m buying a house in Waterloo as 
well.” 
BUSINESS
Wekerle invests 
in Waterloo
Dragons’ Den judge buys Blackberry 
property on Columbia Street
RYAN HUEGLIN/FILE PHOTO
Wekerle purchased a Blackberry property on Columbia Street and is under contract for buildings six, seven and 10.
CONNOR WARD
LEAD REPORTER “I’m trying to create an 
area of excellence ... I think 
I’m creating something like 
Liberty Village.”
-Michael Wekerle, investment banker 
and Dragons’ Den judge
“We’re going to have live 
bands, 54-40, USS ... over 
the next year you’re going 
to see a bunch of rollouts.”
-Michael Wekerle, investment banker 
and Dragons’ Den judge
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INNOVATION
‘Kitchener’s Tony Stark in the making’
Nearly 30,000 served by 
Food Bank Waterloo
Conestoga College engineering grad develops exoskeleton suit to li  extreme weight with ease
James Hobson, Kitchener’s Tony 
Stark in the making and local engi-
neering graduate from Conestoga 
College, has built a fully-functional 
exoskeleton in his garage.
A self proclaimed hacksmith 
creating various tools from scrap 
metal, Hobson recently gained mass 
attention from a YouTube video 
demonstration of his exoskeleton 
featuring himself lifting 170lbs with 
ease. Published on Aug. 29 of this 
year, the video has racked up well 
over a million views. 
“A lot of stu  like the Iron Man suit 
is still pretty outrageous —it’s never 
going to happen. It’s a bit too out 
there,” said Hobson. “But when the 
movie Elysium came out, I saw that 
and it was kind of what I built the 
exoskeleton o  of because it was one 
of the  rst exoskeletons portrayed in 
a movie that was relatively speaking 
feasible, minus drilling it into your 
bones.”
 e exoskeleton prototype is an 
upper body contraption, which uses 
pneumatic air cylinders built into a 
steel frame to perform the powerful 
170lb lift. However, at full pres-
sure for the air cylinders, the suit is 
expected to lift 300lbs. 
 e total project costs approxi-
mately $180, because the pneumatic 
air cylinders — which are worth 
approximately $300 — were a dona-
tion. It also took a mere 30 hours to 
complete.  
With the attention of local media 
and millions of YouTube views 
behind him, Hobson’s exoskeleton 
prototype acquired enough votes 
online to win him a place as a  nalist 
for 2014’s Boca Bearings Innovation 
Competition this past September. 
 e grand prize winner, announced 
sometime in December, will be 
awarded $5,000 cash.
Companies and individuals have 
also reached out to Hobson and he 
has begun plans to develop a second 
exoskeleton. 
“ e current version I’m making 
is going to be more of a construction 
skills exoskeleton or a search and 
rescue skills exoskeleton,” he said. 
“It’s going to be big, bulky, but still 
 exible and will be able to increase 
your strength by a factor of three to 
four times your weight.”
According to Hobson, this is only 
the beginning. He plans to continue 
to build up his exoskeleton to look 
more like the one featured in Edge of 
Tomorrow starring Tom Cruise. Cur-
rently he is working on the design 
fully on computer software using 
his own dimensions that he recently 
obtained from a 3D body scan so the 
suit will  t him perfectly. 
“If you can imagine, it’ll be stand-
ing there like a suit of armour and 
then you can walk in, strap it around 
yourself and take control,” Hobson 
said. He predicted to have a wooden 
model done by Christmas and a 
metal one by spring.
Down the road, he plans to con-
sider working towards developing a 
more  exible and functional exoskel-
eton or exoskeleton-type device to 
aid in medical research and human 
augmentation. 
Hobson is also scheduled to ap-
pear in a short demo for his exoskel-
eton on Daily Planet.
 “You really just have to try stu . A 
lot of people don’t try because they 
don’t know how but really the In-
ternet is an amazing resource, that’s 
how I learned everything, and if you 
never try you’ll never know,” he said.
 e Food Bank of Waterloo Region 
has been serving the community for 
30 years, continually responding to 
the need of neighbours in the region 
who require food assistance. 
Prior to this, House of Friendship, 
Salvation Army, Anselma House and 
St. John’s Soup Kitchen were meeting 
the need for food assistance in the 
region. With the recession in the 80s 
however, they were no longer able to 
meet the need along with providing 
their other services. In 1982, the food 
bank was initiated.
“ e food bank’s role is get the 
food in and get the food out to 
the programs in the community,” 
explained Ruth Friendship-Keller, 
community partnerships manager at 
the food bank. “So the programs can 
do the one-to-one support service 
that individuals need. Because 
everybody needing assistance has a 
di erent story and a di erent under-
lying reason why they’re coming for 
assistance.”
Each year, the food bank acquires 
more than 3 million pounds of food, 
largely in the form of donations from 
the community. Some of this is direct 
donations from processors, packag-
ing companies, farmers or distri-
bution centres who donate large 
quantities of food. 
“It’s only possible because of 
the tremendous community sup-
port,” she said. “ e food bank isn’t 
government funded, it’s community 
funded.”
After acquiring both perishable 
and non-perishable food, the food 
bank then distributes 26,500 pounds 
to more than 80 programs in the 
region. 
“We don’t provide direct assis-
tance from this location,” Friend-
ship-Keller explained. “We direct 
them to the program that’s in their 
neighbourhood or best suited to 
their needs.”
She continued that each year 
Food Banks Canada conducts a 
hunger count, gathering data from 
food banks across Canada to form a 
picture of needs in the country.  is 
helps the Food Bank of Waterloo 
Region estimate how much food they 
will need to acquire each year.
“But we never have too much,” 
she said.
Last year, 27,596 people were 
served. 47 per cent of this was fami-
lies with children.
Friendship-Keller also noted that 
there is no “type” of person that  nds 
themselves in need of food assis-
tance.
“It’s no one’s dream as a child that 
they’re going to grow up and need 
to go to a food assistance program,” 
she said. “Life happens, so tough 
circumstances can force anybody to 
need some help and it’s great that 
the community is able to do that for 
them.”
Often it’s only a temporary 
amount of time that someone re-
quires assistance, which is where the 
agencies step in to help them  gure 
out next steps. 
Friendship-Keller said the 
numbers of those in need peaked in 
2009 with the economic downturn 
and have remained consistently 
higher than prior to this. As a result, 
the food bank has been working to 
increase their capacity. 
Two years ago, they expanded 
their cooler and freezer because 
there are now more chilled and 
frozen foods in the food industry 
that they need to be able to accom-
modate for.
“We also work collaboratively with 
food banks throughout southwest-
ern Ontario to acquire another 1.7 
million pounds of food from food 
industry donors that we also share 
with 35 food banks in southwestern 
Ontario.” 
With their refrigerated trucks, 
they are able to travel distances to 
acquire food that isn’t needed by 
other banks. 
 ey’re also working to upgrade 
infrastructure elements, such as their 
website, to help better inform the 
community on how they can help. 
“Often people think of the food 
bank and they think we’ll do a food 
drive and they’ll gather a box of cans 
and peanut butter and stu  like that, 
but the needs of the food bank and 
the programs we serve goes well 
beyond a box of food donation,” 
Friendship-Keller said.
As a result, they try to get people 
in the building so they can see how 
the entire operation is volunteer-run.
“My main message is the food 
bank is 100 per cent community 
supported and we need everybody 
remembering those in the commu-
nity that struggle to put food on the 
table and remembering that it could 
happen to anybody.”
WILL HUANG/PHOTO EDITOR
James Hobson created a fully-functional exoskeleton in his Kitchener garage. The contraption uses pneumatic air cylinders and a steel frame to perform heavy li s up to an estimated 300lbs. 
JULIA VASILYEVA 
CORD NEWS
MARISSA EVANS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
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Sending naked pictures to your significant other is all fun 
and games until someone sees something they are not 
supposed to. Guelph resident Dakota Sykes learned that 
the hard way when private photos she sent to a former 
boyfriend, which circulated among his group of friends.
“We went to different universities, so the relationship 
was long distance,” she said. “[Sexting] was a way we kept 
things interesting. But then his friends went on his phone 
and sent it around to some of his other friends. I was so 
embarrassed.”
Sexting, which is best described as sending sexually ex-
plicit messages or images via text message, has seemingly 
been used to add intimacy to relationships in today’s 
society with phone apps such as Snapchat. According to 
a 2013 survey of 4,200 Canadians 18 years and older by 
Canadian Living magazine, 52 per cent of those surveyed 
admitted to sexting.
However, a simple text message with sexually sugges-
tive images can come with a series of negative conse-
quences. In some extreme cases, careless sexting can 
emotionally and psychologically damage those involved.
“The embarrassment and violation of my relation-
ship was the worst part of it all for me,” Sykes said. “You 
can say that you’ll be careful and your photos won’t get 
leaked, but it happens and I wish I had known.”  
Blackmail and bullying
When intimate photos are sent to third parties with inten-
tion, it becomes a promotion of cyber bullying.
Cyber bullying, which is the act of harassing someone 
online by sending or posting mean messages, goes hand-
in-hand with the dangers of sexting, as the exploitation of 
those naked photos can be used to shame and victimize 
the person in the photograph.
“Cyber bullying has a lot to do with malicious behav-
iour and doing mean things in order to demonstrate 
power over somebody,” said Danielle Law, an assistant 
professor of youth and children’s studies and psychology 
at the Wilfrid Laurier University Brantford campus. 
“So often times when the sexting situation occurs and 
it’s between two people who are sharing an intimate 
exchange and then things go awry … sometimes people 
take that information and use it maliciously where they 
will post it in a public area.”
Law also explained that sexting can become a product 
of cyber bullying when others start making vicious and 
hurtful comments on the photos and messages that have 
been made public.
According to a 2009 survey by the National Campaign 
to Prevent Teen and Unwanted Pregnancy and Cosmo-
Girl.com, a reported 22 per cent of teenage girls and 
18 per cent of teenage boys have electronically sent or 
posted nude or semi-nude images, even though 75 per 
cent knew it could 
have serious nega-
tive consequences. 
That same survey 
also said 17 per 
cent of those who 
had received a sext 
reported they had 
passed it along to 
one or more other 
people.
In 2011, Ashley 
Stewart had been 
dating her high 
school boyfriend 
for only three 
months when he began pressuring her to send him naked 
pictures. 
Though she denied his request a number of times, she 
eventually sent him photos of her partially naked and a 
few of her topless. 
“I was really paranoid about other people finding those 
pictures, but he said that he’d delete them,” Stewart said. 
“I believed him because I thought that he cared about 
me.”
 Stewart and her boyfriend broke up about a month 
later. When he asked her to send him more naked photos, 
Stewart refused. That was when things turned ugly.
“I basically found out that he didn’t delete those other 
pictures and he said that if I didn’t send him more, he 
would send those pictures to our school,” Stewart shared. 
“I felt like there was no way out.”
Sykes had a similar situation. After she ended the 
relationship with her boyfriend and had the images de-
leted permanently, his friends who had seen the pictures 
began to harass her through social media accounts and 
text messages.
“They would 
send me mes-
sages calling me 
a slut, that I was 
stupid for send-
ing the pictures 
and said mean 
things about the 
way I looked,” 
Sykes said. 
“Those pictures 
weren’t meant 
for them, it was 
meant for my boyfriend and I shouldn’t have felt bad 
about it.”
Both girls shared that they both developed anxiety as a 
result of their intimate photos being shared. 
“There have been many cases where people have done 
harm to themselves or have committed suicide because 
they have been so embarrassed by what has happened,” 
Law said.
“There’s obviously the anxiety and shame that goes 
hand-in-hand with that and all of these impacts have an 
impact on social-emotional growth and self-esteem and 
of trust.”
Internet safety: a continual practice
In an age of social media, promoting safe Internet use has 
become a necessity. 
With the use of programs such as Facebook, Instagram 
and Snapchat on the steady incline for young adults 
today, the demand for understanding the consequences 
for violating the terms of use is also essential.
“You can’t tell people what to do but at the same time 
it’s about educating people about the consequences,” 
Law explained. 
“In this moment, it might seem awesome to send this 
photo to this person and you can have a good time about 
it but it’s about rethinking what will happen if things go 
wrong and people post it online. You have to ask yourself 
if you’re okay with that.”
Law encouraged young adults to do their research 
and to also recognize that items posted online are never 
completely deleted, meaning everything online is being 
monitored and stays there forever.
“It’s about being aware that whatever you post and 
whatever you send is in the hands of someone else,” Law 
reiterated. “You should really trust the person you are 
sending these things to first of all and recognizing that 
what we say in writing as well can be used against you as 
well.”  
After speaking with a school guidance counsellor and 
then taking the matter to her principal, Stewart’s former 
boyfriend was given a two-day suspension. Her principal 
also called the police and they were able to delete the 
photos from his phone and were confident they had not 
been circulated elsewhere on the Internet.  
“I was one of the lucky ones,” Stewart said. “The emo-
tional stress of the situation was the worst part, but I was 
glad that things turned out okay.” 
Both Sykes and Stewart said they had deactivated their 
social media accounts after their incidents and reacti-
vated them months later. They did not tread lightly when 
it came to protective settings.
“I made sure that I deleted the people that were in-
volved from my Facebook and Twitter,” Sykes said. “I also 
don’t have Snapchat. I never want to go through what I 
went through again.”
“It’s all about being educated,” Stewart said. “I think if 
I had known that the police would have been involved, I 
would never have let my boyfriend talk me into sending 
him naked pictures.”
Dangerous textual relations
Features Editor Alanna Fairey explores the phenomenon 
of sexting and often forgotten dangers that go along with it
“Sometimes 
people take 
that informa-
tion and use it maliciously 
where they post it in a public 
area.”
-Danielle Law, assistant professor of 
youth and children’s studies and 
psychology at Laurier Brantford
 “I never want 
to go through 
what I went 
through again.”
-Dakota Sykes
graphIc by lena yang/creatIve dIrector
Arts & Life editor
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An odyssey into music and dance
HeatHer DaviDson/PHoto eDitor
toronto-based electronic pop duo Digits played throughout the evening, occasionally mixing some of the original sound track to Stanley Kubrick’s 1968 film into their own original tracks. 
In the words of HAL 9000 from Ar-
thur C. Clarkes Space Odyssey series, 
not being at THEMUSEUM Saturday 
“could only be attributed to human 
error.”
Kitchener’s THEMUSEUM held 
a function on Oct. 25 as the first of 
four events in the Christie Entertain-
ment Series. Inspired by the 1968 
Stanley Kubrick film 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, the event  — called 2001: A 
Space Odyssey Art & Music Experi-
ence — was described as “a cosmic 
& hypnotic electronic dance music 
party.”
“Part of it was to expose THEMU-
SEUM itself and its exhibits,” said the 
director of sales and strategic initia-
tives for THEMUSEUM, Meaghan 
Hawkins. 
The event is part of THEMU-
SEUM’s “after dark” programming 
aimed to attract people to come to 
the museum after hours. 
“We’ve noticed a change in muse-
ums a few years ago and for sure we 
have been ramping up our after dark 
programming. We’ve done a lot of 
stuff before, but this year we decided 
to do something new and Christie 
allowed for us to do that.”
With the programing organized 
around Kubrick’s critically-ac-
claimed film, the evening saw a rep-
lica of HAL 9000 and the Monolith 
from the movie and even costumed 
ape performances that came out 
onto the dance floor throughout the 
evening. 
“When the apes hit a certain mark 
on the floor, that’s when the music 
would start,” said David Marskell, 
CEO of THEMUSEUM. “The whole 
thing is a production.”
Young Offenders Collective, a 
Toronto-based art collective that 
“produces art for brave minds,” 
provided props for the evening. They 
host various events throughout the 
year, one of which is always based on 
a Stanley Kubrick film. 
“They’ve done The Shining and A 
Clockwork Orange and this year they 
decided to do 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
It worked well because the TIFF Bell 
Lightbox is doing their fall exhibit on 
Kubrick and his films,” said Hawkins. 
“[Young Offenders] were hosting 
their event anyways in September 
and so we called them and asked if 
we could check it out, which ended 
up being awesome so we asked them 
to bring it here.”
Marskell said beginning the four-
part series with A Space Odyssey was 
the best route to take.
“We specifically led with 2001 
because it’s cool. It’s got an appeal 
across a group of people and it’s 
something we can have fun with. I 
thought it would be the one to bring 
the most people out.”
Going into the evening, Marskell 
said THEMUSEUM had received 
around 200 messages from people 
saying they had planned on attend-
ing the event. He hoped they might 
even be able to “sneak our way up 
to 300.”
According to Hawkins, one of the 
biggest hopes for the evening was 
to show that THEMUSEUM is still 
“relevant.”
“It’s their museum — it’s a com-
munity stage and I hope that people 
see the different exhibits we have and 
think about us as a cool place to go 
Bryan StephenS
Arts & Life editor “...i hope that people see 
the different exhibits we 
have and think about us 
as a cool place to go and 
hangout.”
-David Marskell, Ceo of tHeMUseUM
EvEnts
Celebrating the time
After the strong success of Alterna-
tives Journal’s Nuit Blanche-style 
event last  year, NIGHT\SHIFT is 
returning for another year on Nov. 1.
The event — located in downtown 
Kitchener and centralized around 
Duke Street — has grown consid-
erably since last year, with more 
attractions and a longer running 
time. However, like all great things, 
the beginnings of NIGHT\SHIFT 
happened rather suddenly.
“The festival started very impul-
sively last summer and we produced 
the first version largely with the team 
behind [Alternatives Journal], led by 
myself. We produced the first version 
of it in the space of a month last 
year. It ended up being a thing that a 
whole bunch of business owners, art-
ists and people interested in commu-
nity building downtown, especially, 
became really interested in,” said 
Eric Rumble, the festival director for 
NIGHT\SHIFT. 
Last year was the first year for 
the event, named after the daylight 
savings time shift. Though Rumble 
wanted to keep most of the event 
and its unique aspects the same, 
there were a few things he wanted to 
improve on.  
“One of the things I tried to do was 
not really expand the landscape too 
much — I really liked the walkability 
of it. I wanted to offer more within 
that,” Rumble said. 
“The two main criticisms from 
last year were that it was cold and I 
can’t control that, but we’re making 
attempts to try and deal with that 
this year. There are more pieces of 
programming than there were last 
year so there are more places to get 
inside and warm up.”
Rumble also shared that he looked 
to make the event more inclusive to 
families with younger children. The 
event starts at 7 p.m. — rather than 
at 9 p.m. like last year — and has 
created a family-friendly itinerary on 
the NIGHT\SHIFT blog. 
The focus on being more family-
friendly speaks to the general mes-
sage of inclusivity that Rumble based 
the foundation of this year’s festival 
on and why the event was successful 
last year. 
“Part of why the festival worked 
last year is that it was kind of 
predicated on the idea of bringing 
as many different subcultures that 
are already doing stuff downtown to 
contribute in some way to make this 
night a bit more memorable than the 
time shift ... [this time] is sort of this 
dead space between Oktoberfest and 
Christmas,” Rumble said.
In terms of different programming 
for this year, Rumble focused on 
making more interactive attrac-
tions and participatory. One such 
attraction, put on by a local film 
collective called 12 Angry Filmmak-
ers, will have two “disruptive” film 
crews filming one movie throughout 
the night. People will have a chance 
to be featured in the film and it will 
show that same night shortly after 
midnight.
NIGHT\SHIFT has 40 scheduled 
events planned for Nov. 1, with ac-
tivities ranging from poetry slams to 
pop-up pubs to live music. 
The evening should be the perfect 
way to celebrate the autumn time 
change.
CriStina almudevar
Cord ALum
NIGHT\SHIFT event marks the daylight savings time shift
Zoe ngUyen/staff PHotograPHer
Eric rumble aimed to make NIGHt\SHIFt more family accessible this year.
HeatHer DaviDson/ PHoto eDitor
costumed-ape performers paraded around the later portion of the night and interacted with the dancing crowd.
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student life
The Wilfrid Laurier Univesity stu-
dent body is nothing if not diverse. 
We have in the neighbourhood of 
around 14,000 undergrad students, 
all of which come from differ-
ent places around the world and 
bring with them unique customs, 
traditions and languages. These 
cultural cadences are quite visible on 
campus through around 100 clubs 
and associations made to educate, 
advocate and celebrate all ethnicities 
on campus.
A big part of that diversity among 
Laurier students is religion. 
Whether family instilled or indi-
vidually motivated, there are plenty 
of students here who have ties to a 
wide variety of religions from around 
the world. 
Ever since it was founded in 1911 
as Waterloo Lutheran University, 
Laurier has had ties to religion. 
When the university became 
publicly funded in 1973, it became 
less religiously-oriented but still kept 
areas of campus life available for 
those who made faith a priority. 
Laurier currently has the Multi-
Faith Resource Team, which repre-
sents eight different faith traditions 
and offers support to students, 
faculty, staff and the community. 
On top of that Laurier has several 
religion and culture oriented clubs, 
including the Tamil Students As-
sociation, the Muslim Student As-
sociation, the InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship and the Afghan Students 
Association, to name a few. These 
associations are used to encourage 
and celebrate different faiths on 
campus — but what how do students 
balance it all?
“I personally find it easy and natu-
ral to balance school, faith, work and 
extra curriculars,” said second-year 
student Sumaiya Moosa. 
Moosa believes it’s manageable 
to be involved in faith along with all 
other aspects of student life if you 
have the right support system. 
“Being Muslim I have to pray five 
times a day and so I generally split 
my days and my goals up according-
ly. Also, there are quite a lot of other 
Muslims on campus so we’re always 
checking up on each other and we 
almost always pray in congregation.” 
Praying five times a day seem 
like a daunting goal when there are 
assignments due and deadlines to 
meet, but for Moosa her priorities 
have always been straight. 
“I find it keeps me on track in 
remembering what my faith means 
to me, as well as it establishes a solid 
sense of community and support,” 
she said.
Others take things more casually 
while still wanting to practice when 
they can. 
Recent Laurier graduate Robyn 
Maister doesn’t claim to be too reli-
gious but tries her best to fit in some 
traditional Jewish practices. Shabbat 
is the Jewish day of rest and is often 
celebrated by the Jewish community, 
something Maister finds the appro-
priate amount of time for. 
“I go to the Rabbi’s in Waterloo for 
Shabbat which is on Friday nights. 
You do the prayers, wash hands, 
eat challah, drink wine, eat soup, 
chicken and the traditional Shabbat 
dinners,” she said. 
One night a week is definitely do 
able for Robyn as she claims Water-
loo has a lot of flexible outlets for 
her to periodically engage in Jewish 
traditions. For Maister, faith is a part 
of her life but at school her religious 
habits are more laidback. 
Things get a little trickier for 
fourth-year psychology student Al 
DeCiantis. 
“To be honest it can be difficult at 
times — so many things fall on week-
ends and I’ll have to work around 
them to find time to go to church.”
 DeCiantis is Roman Catholic and 
juggles a full course load, multiple 
extra curriculars, sports and his own 
charity on top of his religion. 
“Just being a busy person always 
makes it a challenge to make time for 
religious life,” he added. 
“I practice my faith by going to 
mass on Sundays as well as par-
ticipating in religious holidays like 
Christmas, Easter and Ash Wednes-
day.” 
In order to make something like 
this work with all the prior commit-
ments of student life DeCiantis said 
that “discipline” is the key to success. 
Religion is a visible entity on the 
Laurier campus and can be that “x 
factor” some students need to have 
the perfect post-secondary experi-
ence. 
There are plenty of students who 
believe balancing faith and school 
is a requirement that must be made. 
Religious practices vary across the 
board with some students taking it 
sternly while others may look at it 
more casually.
 But either way you slice it, cel-
ebrating religion at Laurier is always 
an option.
“I personally find it easy 
and natural to balance 
school, faith, work and 
extra curriculars.”
-Sumaiya Moosa, second-year student
LaILa hack/graphIc artISt
Scott GlaySher
staff Writer “...so many times things fall 
on weekends and I’ll have 
to work around them to 
find time to go to church.”
- al Deciantis, fourth-year 
psychology student
Melding faith 
and school life
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Needless to say, I love animation.  
When I was little I loved to watch 
shows like Little Bear, Arthur and 
The Magic School Bus. When I was 
in high school I discovered Avatar: 
the Last Airbender — a very overdue 
discovery — as well as the world 
of anime. Disney movies have 
stuck with me since childhood and 
DreamWorks animation caught my 
attention a few years back. 
Many people have grown up 
exposed to it during childhood like 
I have, so their experiences with it is 
limited and narrow. Animation, as I 
would like to prove, is not a demo-
graphic at all — it’s a medium.  
It’s important to remember 
that great stories can come from 
animation. By no means does an 
animated story have to be simplistic 
or predictable or have simple and 
predictable messages. It can confront 
serious topics in clever and profound 
ways; in my experience, I have seen 
animation confront political turmoil, 
genocide, insanity, moral struggles 
and environmental issues.
Animation is not a genre — it’s 
the way in which anything can be 
presented, not which elements are 
presented. Despite many people’s 
tendencies to steer clear of anima-
tion because it’s too “childish,” there 
are still well-known examples of 
animation that break this ideology 
like The Simpsons, Archer and Fam-
ily Guy. Netflix even started airing 
an animated show for adults called 
Bojack Horseman. 
While these contain rude humour 
and more adult language, they are 
still animated works. Another good 
example is The Bugs Bunny and 
Tweety Show, which was actually 
meant for adults back in the day 
and played during the intermission 
between double screenings at the 
cinema.  
Seeing a live action movie with an 
overabundance of explosions and 
coarse language does not make it 
better than animation, regardless 
of whether it’s aimed at adults. As 
a medium that exists only as what 
the creators put into it, animation 
can be extremely graphic — more so 
than live action or CGI ever could. 
In venturing into anime, I experi-
enced a great deal of culture shock 
when confronted with all the blood, 
language and disturbing concepts 
because all my life I’d known anima-
tion only as Disney presented it.
Watching animation with the 
mindset that it’s just for kids doesn’t 
just affect what sorts of films or TV 
shows you watch — it affects your 
perception on the entire medium, 
whether that be Oscar-winning 
shorts like Feral or ground-breaking 
epics like Princess Mononoke. By 
belittling animation and believing 
that it is just for kids, your cutting 
yourself off from a great experiences 
that come with along with them.
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Be original 
this Halloween
Standing in front of your closet trying 
to find a costume for Halloween at 
the last possible minute has become 
as much of a tradition as trick or 
treating itself.
Just a few days until Halloween 
kicks off, now is the time to start 
figuring out what costumes are going 
to make you look like the coolest 
person at Phil’s.
The past few years have shown 
that people have begun rejecting 
store-bought Halloween costumes, 
seeing as no one has $90 to make 
themselves look like a sexy football 
player for a night. 
That’s not to say that store-bought 
costumes are a thing of the past — 
it’s just more likely they came from 
Wal-Mart or Value Village and may 
often be comically small for you. 
The biggest trend in Halloween 
costumes recently has been the tran-
sition from sexy and sultry to witty 
and clever. A good one is the “Ariana 
Grande Latte” — act like a giant 
diva, to only be photographed from 
one side and find a shirt that has a 
Starbucks logo on it. 
In addition, Halloween is the best 
time of the year to show that you 
follow the news. Topical Halloween 
costumes are always a guaranteed 
winner. However, with this kind of 
costume you have to be educated on 
what event you have chosen. 
Going as Jasmine Tridevil — the 
woman with three breasts — is 
funny, but going as Malaysia Airline 
Flight 370 or anything to do with 
Ferguson, Missouri is completely 
inappropriate and should get you the 
cold shoulder. Don’t be ignorant.  
With Frozen coming out after Hal-
loween last year it’s likely that a ton 
of people will be Elsa or Olaf. While 
this is all well and good, try putting 
an interesting spin on the costume 
to stand out from the crowd. Zombie 
anything is still popular — why not 
Zombie Elsa? 
Recently, makeup-based 
costumes have also seen a rise in 
popularity as the clothing aspect is 
usually easily accomplished. Explor-
ing what you can do with some 
mascara or face paint is a great way 
to be creative and show emphasis to 
any costume.   
A very popular option is the 
painted-on skull — a Google search 
shows an incredible amount of 
simple tutorials make it seem real 
and authentic. Just make sure your 
costume is not too obscure. No one 
wants to have to explain their what 
they dressed as . 
Cristina almudevar
Cord Alum
For as long as I can remember, I have 
always shown up to school slightly 
overdressed. That didn’t change 
when I started university.
Whenever people think of life 
after high school, often stereotypical 
images of sleep-deprived students 
in sweatpants and university-logoed 
sweaters are some of the first things 
that come to mind. With all-nighters, 
a sea of midterms and never-ending 
assignments, it is no wonder why 
fashion and self-maintenance are 
often put on the backburner. 
I don’t own sweatpants; I always 
wake up early to get ready for the day 
ahead. My idea of dressing casually 
is wearing a pair of jeans and a cute 
and comfortable shirt. 
I don’t think I’m better than 
everyone else; what motivates me 
to be fashionable is feeling good. I 
don’t feel good about myself when I 
wear sweatpants — I actually prefer 
getting dressed up. 
I am of the belief that clothes 
reveal how one feels on a particular 
day and I want my outfits to reflect 
me feeling good and confident. 
There have been a number of 
times during the semester when I 
have not felt motivated about dress-
ing fashionably or putting an effort 
into my appearance, but I have mas-
tered some tricks to get past that and 
have found them to be effective.
Something that motivates me to 
not fall into that “lazy” pattern of 
rolling out of bed and throwing on a 
pair of sweatpants is to have an outfit 
planned the night before and having 
it laid out. I find this helps motivate 
me as  up already knowing what I 
am going to wear, so I don’t have to 
scramble to assemble something in 
the morning. 
Not only does this save time in 
your morning routine, but you can 
also take as much time as you want 
the night before to plan the outfit 
and coordinate the  best-suited ac-
cessories for it.
After I graduate this year, I will 
have a job where I am expected to 
come dressed professionally on a 
daily basis. Getting into the habit of 
waking up early to look good and be 
well dressed will be so much easier 
when I have a job in the “real world,” 
as it will be second nature by that 
time. 
Having fun with fashion also 
motivates me; I love putting together 
outfits and having the chance to go 
out and wear them.
 Putting an outfit together is only a 
daunting experience if you let it be I 
would encourage you to go through 
your closet and try experimenting 
with whatever clothing and acces-
sories you may have. It is almost like 
doing a scavenger hunt and you will 
discover just how much fun it really 
is to put your sweatpants away for 
the day.
alanna Fairey
FeAtures editor
Zoe NguyeN/staff photographer
It’s important to remember to apply the proper accessory to your outfit. Laying it out the night before can help.
How to dress to impress
film
Discussing the stigma of animation
viCtoria Berndt
Cord Arts & liFe
Joshua awolade/graphics editor
Looking at animated stories as ‘simplistic or predictable’ affects the perception of the medium
fashion
the biggest trend in 
halloween costumes 
recently has been the 
transition from sexy and 
sultry and witty and clever.
costumes
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Dear Life
Dear Life is your opportunity to write 
a letter to your life, allowing you 
to vent your anger with life’s little 
frustrations in a completely public 
forum.  
All submissions to Dear Life are 
anonymous, should be no longer 
than 100 words and must be ad-
dressed to your life. Submissions 
can be sent to dearlife@thecord.ca 
no later than Monday at noon each 
week.
Dear Life,
I LITERALLY AM COUNTING DOWN 
THE DAYS UNTIL MOVEMBER! I. 
CANNOT. WAIT.
Sincerely,
Facial fur’s biggest fan
To the people watching Dragon Ball Z 
in the Prism Collab lab,
Computer game/cartoon watching 
people use the computer lab in the 
concourse.
Get out of here — I have actual work 
to do.
Sincerely,
No wonder you bombed your account-
ing midterm
Dear Life,
Whatever happened to the Jelly Baby 
couple?
Sincerely,
Cord Readin’ Gossip
Dear Laurier,
Nice website redesign, catered to rake 
in prospective students and leave ex-
isting students fumbling around the 
clumsy site infrastructure. Not to 
mention your signifi cant lack of diver-
sity in the pictures chosen to represent 
the face of Laurier.
Sincerely,
You can do better
Sudoku
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@chainsawlovers
like us on
Sawdust and Beer at 28 King St N, Uptown Waterloo . 519-954-8660 
Dirty Burger Days
$2 Burgers and Wings $6.64/lb
Tuesday & Wednesday
$2 Buck Tuesdays
$10 Pitchers
Thursday before 11pm
Pabst Attack
$4.50/ tall can
Wednesday- all day 
Friday & Saturday Before 11pm
Weekly Specials
ANY DAY ANY TIME
BIGGIE-UP
A BURGER AND BEER 
FOR $4 BUCKS!
ADD FRIES FOR $2
ADD WINGS FOR $2
Present this coupon
at time of offering
Limit 1 per person. Offer does not
include applicable taxs. Not valid
if reproduced, sold or transfered. 
#01
Spot the 
Saad
Every week The Cord 
will hide this picture 
of WLUSP president 
Dani Saad in an im-
age. When you find 
him, tweet at 
@cordnews using 
the hashtag #spot-
theSaad and tell us 
where he is.
These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions and then 
agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial board, including the 
Editor-in-Chief and Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference 
any facts that have been made available through interviews, documents 
or other sources. The views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The 
Cord’s volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by  
Wilfrid laurier universiTy sTudenT publiCaTions. 
ConTaCT dani saad, Wlusp presidenT and publisher
 75 universiTy ave.W, WaTerloo on  n2l 3C5
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Editorial OpiniOn editOrMOyOsOre ArewA
Joshua aWoLaDE/GRaPhICs EDIToR
Ebola and insensitivity
There was major panic when news 
broke about the Ebola virus disease 
outbreak in West Africa; and right-
fully so. Every channel and headline 
warned of this deadly virus. 
We called to check in on our loved 
ones overseas. People swore to 
improve their hygiene and looked to 
science to find the cure. 
Unfortunately, the quiet courtesy 
did not last. As the days drew on, 
some took to social media to try their 
hand at dark comedy. 
I understand that we sometimes 
use humour to deal with dire situa-
tions, but it is not our country that is 
being ravaged by this disease. 
We are therefore not in a position 
to crack jokes about it, especially 
racially insensitive ones. 
There has been no shortage of an-
ti-black and xenophobic sentiment 
expressed and there is absolutely no 
reason for it. If you would not joke 
about cancer or ALS, you don’t have 
a pass on Ebola.
The hate also bleeds into real life, 
as black children are being bullied 
in their schools. A high school boy 
from Guinea was called “Ebola” and 
taunted by rivals during a soccer 
match. Two middle-school broth-
ers in the Bronx were attacked this 
past month and required medical 
attention. 
If kids are doing this to each 
other we have a long way to go. What 
discussions are being had in front of 
children? This emotional and physi-
cal violence is just an extension of 
the “harmless” jokes we see on social 
media. 
This has all happened before, 
mind you. The SARS outbreak in the 
early 2000s prompted unnecessary 
vitriol against the global Chinese 
population. 
Racism made it easier to general-
ize the entire race and apply one trait 
- diseased — to all who fall under the 
umbrella. 
Repeating history just keeps us 
backwards if we never learn from our 
mistakes. We’ve seen some reactions 
from the Liberian community; the 
hashtag #IamALiberianNotAVirus 
has Liberians around the world 
calling out the stigma and insults 
directed towards them. 
It is both heartbreaking and 
maddening to see people having to 
defend their humanity. The last thing 
we need during this crisis is having 
to deal with insensitive and offensive 
comments from strangers.
The proliferation of the news has 
definitely played a part in all this. 
Fear-mongering headlines and 
breaking news tweets spread confu-
sion and misinformation. 
The threat of such an invisible 
killer is definitely a recipe for mass 
hysteria. No, a cough does not mean 
you have Ebola. And yes, you can 
hug an international student from 
West Africa. 
Another thing that complicates 
matters is the paranoia coupled with 
how little people actually know, or 
care to know, about Africa. 
Quite a lot of people have called 
to halt trading with Africa. Economi-
cally unsound nonsense aside, the 
outbreak has largely been concen-
trated on the Western coast. 
Even then, some West African 
countries, for example Nigeria and 
Senegal, have successfully removed 
the threat of the disease. It is there-
fore quite reductive to lump these 
countries as one entity. Of course, 
this is to be expected as a lot of 
people still think of Africa as a single 
country.
The World Health Organization 
has reported about 5,000 deaths, 
but states that the toll could be up to 
three times higher. With new cases 
popping up, perhaps it is time to re-
flect on our mortality and our place 
in the world. 
As we become more connected, 
we need to act as global citizens. 
There has been a trend of emo-
tional distancing from events in West 
Africa. 
The fact that we are geographically 
separated from the outbreak makes 
it easier to speak out of turn. People’s 
lives are not stand-up material. 
Neither are they ideas for a “sexy” 
Halloween costume. Dressing up as a 
victim is not clever or edgy, rather, it 
is lazy and ignorant. This is a simple 
test of human decency and a situa-
tion like this calls for some maturity. 
All that is required of us is empathy 
and support for victims and the 
bereaved. It is our duty to call out our 
peers and push forward. 
The fall reading week brings forth several benefits
For the first time in its recorded 
history, Wilfrid Laurier University 
implemented a fall reading week. 
In order to make the reading week 
possible, the university’s Orientation 
Week, pervasive as it is, was inte-
grated on Thursday and Friday with 
the start of classes.
For many students, news of a fall 
reading week was received favour-
ably: the idea of a school break of 
any nature or length is one with an 
inherent propensity to excite. 
It gives students an opportunity 
to catch up on readings and other 
schoolwork, to visit family wherever 
they may be and to simply relax 
and do other things that normally 
aren’t possible during regular school 
weeks. 
Moreover, for mental and physical 
health reasons, the benefits of this 
break are inexhaustible. In the wake 
of this break, reactions have varied, 
although not to an alarming extent. 
Some feel the break was rather 
useless, as they didn’t get any work 
done and ended up feeling just as or 
more stressed than they were prior 
to the break. They were unable to get 
any work done either because of an 
inability to work from home because 
of the many distractions there, or just 
due to a common human weakness: 
laziness. 
Others who made good use of the 
week to get work done were obvi-
ously more grateful for the break 
than their lazy counterparts. 
Furthermore, judging solely by the 
increased quality of class discus-
sions, some faculty members were 
also very grateful for the break. 
What matters most, however is not 
the amount of work you did or didn’t 
do, but that there was a break. 
So regardless of whether or not 
you misused it, the fact that you 
could rest easy without having to 
wake up for inhumane 8:00 a.m. 
classes or sit through tedious three 
hour ones is reason enough to be 
happy about the break.  
With that said, could it be argued 
without any reservations that the 
cutting back of Orientation Week was 
worth it? 
Answers to this will vary amongst 
different cohorts: first-year students 
and their icebreakers may not have 
been very excited about a shorter 
Orientation Week and having to 
oscillate between classes and the 
orientation activities. 
On the other hand, upper year stu-
dents who aren’t volunteers would 
probably be indifferent to a shorter 
Orientation Week. 
Addressing the issue of spirituality, or the lack of, on 
campus
In many households, it is forbid-
den to discuss religion at the dinner 
table.
Religion isn’t the most heated top-
ic of discussion, but unlike others, it 
has the capability to make the dinner 
table, a central familial construction, 
into a polarizing disaster, and it can 
very quickly bring out antagonistic 
qualities in family members. 
The same goes for other commu-
nities and social spaces. It is simply 
an unwritten rule to be cautious 
when bringing up religion in such 
spaces. 
The fear of discussing religion in 
public is not an unfounded one. 
A brief study of history — both 
contemporary and ancient — will 
serve to justify, even if only uncon-
sciously, the apprehension towards 
religion. 
However, this doesn’t mean we’ve 
become intolerant of religion or 
religious people; it means, rather, 
that we are less likely now to engage 
in ostentatious or obvious displays 
of faith. 
Nonetheless, at Wilfrid Laurier 
University, and possibly at other in-
stitutions of its kind, what this para-
digm shift has come to signify is an 
attitude of collective acceptance of 
religion, without a proactive, equally 
collective encouragement of it. 
Therefore, although the university 
does a very good job of ensuring 
that religious rights aren’t trampled 
upon, very little is done to encourage 
those students who wish to practice 
or strengthen their faith. 
We’ve become so secular or so 
afraid of being perceived as too 
religious that we’ve extinguished 
several opportunities for students 
to integrate a spiritual habit into 
their foundation. This is very ironic 
considering the university’s religious 
roots — it was once called Waterloo 
Lutheran University. 
The secularity of the university is 
so prevalent it is assumed by many 
that no one around is religious — a 
miscued perspective. 
Could it be that in our eagerness 
to be inclusive of everyone, or in our 
apprehension of religion, we’ve ac-
cidentally and structurally excluded 
religious people?
How do we approach this ques-
tion without completely reversing 
the principles of secularity towards 
which institutions such as ours have 
leaned? 
There is a “multi-purpose” faith 
room hidden in the arts building, 
and on occasion, there are some 
non-denominational church services 
at the Turret. 
But we feel that such efforts 
should be multiplied a great deal, 
lest we become a community entirely 
devoid of the benefits that faith and 
spirituality sometimes puts forth. 
Joshua awolade
graphics editor
Racism made it easier to 
generalize the entire race 
and apply one trait — dis-
eased — to all who fall 
under the umbrella.
opinion editor
moyosore arewa
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Opinion
War is now more than a confronta-
tional affair of nationalities: war has 
become a business. 
In the last decade since the 2003 
Iraq War, there has been an enor-
mous growth in private militarized 
contractors — “companies,” consist-
ing of mostly ex-military veterans, 
who are hired by the government 
to execute operations away from 
military soldiers under oath. 
The industry is relied on for 
roles that have traditionally been 
performed by national security 
branches. 
Instead of governments having to 
call home to the parents and loved 
ones of fallen soldiers to tell them 
their son, daughter, husband or wife 
won’t be coming back alive, they 
prefer hiring private “armies” to do 
the dirty work they don’t have to take 
responsibility for. 
It’s similar to saying, “take our 
money, get it done — but leave us 
the hell out of it.”
After throwing a massive party at 
my house a few weekends ago, the 
house looked worse than a farm field 
of cow manure and urine. 
Our floors were hidden by mud 
from the backyard, our furniture was 
covered in red cups, our walls were 
re-painted with spilled beer and each 
of our washrooms was drenched in 
the acidic reek of splattered vomit — 
it wasn’t pretty. 
Waking up in this mess, my room-
mates and I were contemplating two 
options: suck it up and clean, or pay 
for a cleaning service to do it for us 
while we all go for breakfast to treat 
our throbbing hangovers. Breakfast 
tasted great. 
Today, with more than 30 per cent 
of the American soldiers fighting in 
Afghanistan being private militarized 
contractors, their government is 
doing exactly that: hiring others to 
clean their mess.
 Only they’re not walking away 
from some cups left on their front 
yard; they’re walking away from life-
threatening political circumstances, 
leaving servicing American men to 
gamble with their lives at the simple 
cost of some extra cash in their 
pockets.
According to a 2008 study by the 
Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence, contractors make up 
29 per cent of the workforce in the 
United States Intelligence Commu-
nity. 
In 2003, for every ten U.S. Military 
Service Members, there was one 
PMC in Iraq. By 2007, also in Iraq, 
there were more contractors than 
actual U.S. Military. 
Currently, the business is so strong 
that the global market for security 
services is projected to reach $218 
billion after 2014. 
Shortly after handing over the cash 
to the cleaning service the morning 
after the party, my roommates and 
I made sure to lock all our bedroom 
doors — just to be sure nothing 
would be taken when we were gone. 
After all, how can we trust a bunch 
of strangers when we aren’t there to 
see them work their magic? 
Therein lies the problem. Govern-
ments are paying ex-soldiers to clean 
messes in unseen settings. 
As more wars are fought through 
the extension of PMC, national con-
trol can ultimately diminish — after 
all, who knows what these men are 
doing to get the job done when they 
aren’t being seen doing it?
Military service has always been 
about more than payment. 
It’s been about the pride and hon-
our of serving your country — not to 
mention the camaraderie of fellow 
soldiers in battle. 
If these contractors would rather 
take a different route for the extra 
dough, who’s to say they won’t be 
more loyal to the guys paying them 
the bigger buck? After all, to them, 
it’s just business.  
These paid mercenaries are walk-
ing in with guns pointed, ready to fire 
at all costs. 
They operate within the shadows, 
away from national accountability 
and transparency. 
Moral compasses could be 
adjusted. And when the control of 
war is no longer in the hands of the 
country fighting it, then who knows 
what decisions could be made with 
outrageous impacts on the political 
world.
It is my hope that PMCs will be 
more monitored and accounted for, 
in an effort to maintain the strong 
unity of Americans and Canadians in 
the frontiers of war. 
After all, whether it’s the aftermath 
of a big college party or political con-
troversy overseas, every mess must 
be cleaned. 
Mitchell consky
staff writer
The rise and consequences of PMCs
contributed image
My least favourite icebreaker is the 
question, “What is your most embar-
rassing moment?”
 I can see why people would get a 
kick out of retelling the story of a so-
cial faux pas or a ridiculous situation. 
Personally, I unconsciously repress 
bad memories. 
When posed the question I stare 
blankly, remembering nothing and 
liking it that way. 
But what if in the not-too-distant 
future, we could permanently erase 
memories? 
Dr. Sheena Josselyn told the CBC 
that it is a definite reality. 
Josselyn, among other neurosci-
entists, claimed that it will be the 
answer for people who suffer from 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and 
similar memory-linked disorders. 
Besides its proposed medical uses, 
I can’t help but consider it being 
used in the mainstream. 
I have had my share of moments 
where I wish I didn’t remember, or 
wish I could “unsee” or “unhear” 
certain things. 
But I subscribe to the idea that the 
character of a person is the culmina-
tion of that person’s experiences, 
great and small, banal and horrific. 
Would a person who suffered 
abuse at the hand of a parent be 
the same person after erasing the 
memory of their tough childhood? 
I believe our experiences shape 
us for the better, and sometimes for 
the worse. 
The important difference is how 
we respond to those experiences. 
Those people who experienced 
abuse may, as a response to that 
memory, become more loving and 
considerate of their children.
Also, I can’t help but refer to the 
film The Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind. 
It’s the story of a woman who 
erases the memory of her past rela-
tionship after a breakup and her ex-
partner, who during his procedure to 
do the same, changes his mind. 
This film shows that time and 
reminiscing can give us a new 
perspective on what we previously 
viewed as “bad” memories. 
Memories link us to the past and 
our past helps influence our future. 
We learn lessons from mistakes. 
Memory reminds us before we 
make the same mistakes again. 
Without particular memories we 
would be doing the same things over 
and over and never succeeding. 
Memory, mistakes, and experi-
ences — good and bad — shape the 
content of our character and outlook 
on present life. 
Despite the future forecast I think 
memory-deleting has a long time 
before it reaches acceptance in the 
medical community, not to mention 
the mainstream walk-in clinic. 
However, it’s a possibility, so we 
must have a serious discourse before 
we allow neuroscientists to tinker 
with our memories. 
The decision to erase memories 
is just as precious as giving away an 
organ, and should be given the same 
level of thought as giving away a 
piece of who we are. 
Donnique williaMs
opinion columnist
Joshua awolade/graphics editor
should we be hitting
‘delete’ on memories?
memory, mistakes, and 
experiences — good or bad 
— shape the content of our 
character and outlook on 
present life.
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Sports SportS EditorJoSh pEtErS
New wave of talent is on its way
will Prowse 
cord sports
Wilfrid Laurier University men’s 
hockey team finally had a bit of luck 
on Sunday night. 
They picked up their first win in 
four games against the University 
of Toronto Varsity Blues, defeating 
them 3-1. They now improve to 2-3 
as they head into a road trip this 
weekend. The Hawks were on the 
wrong side of their three previous 
games against Guelph, Windsor and 
Ryerson losing by scores of 4-1, 5-2 
and 5-3 respectively. 
Head coach Greg Puhalski said 
he did not feel like the team played 
perfectly, but was adamant they de-
served a win in at least one of those 
games. 
“For us, it was good to get a win. 
Our past three, even though we have 
lost, I think the team felt that they 
deserved a little better fate than 
three losses. It’s good to get back on 
the winning side of things,” he said. 
Captain Tyler Stothers, who had a 
goal and an assist in the win against 
U of T, saw a little extra fire in the 
team on Sunday. 
“I think the guys came out with 
a little bit more jump just because 
we wanted to get back into the win 
column after three losses where we 
thought we had to come away with at 
least one win,” he said. 
Puhalski explained he felt as 
though the team’s problems tend 
to come from their inability to keep 
moving when there are tense times 
on the ice. 
“Sometimes we get a little anxious 
and start thinking too much and 
we stop moving our feet. If you stop 
moving your feet in sports, you’re in 
trouble,” he said. 
Freshman goaltender Chris 
Festarini was pivotal in the win on 
Sunday, turning away 35 of 36 shots 
in the win. According to Puhalski, it 
was a much needed breakout game 
from him.
“He’s had a lot of ups and downs 
with us. Last night he had a great 
game for us — I think his best night 
in a Laurier uniform,” he said. “We 
just want him to continue to play at a 
high level and a consistent level. We 
think he will be a real good player for 
a long time here,” he said. 
Festarini was a summer addition 
to the hockey club. He began the 
year by splitting time with fellow 
goalie, Vinny Merante and is now 
making his case for a permanent 
starting job. 
“He’s been a welcome addition, 
he communicates well and he really 
battles for his ice time. He does not 
want to give the net up and his work 
ethic is very evident of that,” said 
Stothers.
It’s the attitude of his goaltender 
that Stothers thinks makes for his 
success on and off the ice. 
“He has a certain kind of swagger 
about him and has a lot of confi-
dence which is nice. When you are 
playing in front of a guy you want to 
know that he is going to bail you out 
when you need him to,” he said. 
Looking forward, the Hawks will 
head to Nipissing and Laurentian 
for two road games that Stothers 
believes will give an opportunity to 
turn the season in a positive direc-
tion this year.
“These next couple of games are 
very winnable games. Hopefully we 
can put together a little stretch here 
and then we are back at .500 and 
hopefully over .500 at the end of this 
weekend,” he said.
“This is part of what I think will be, 
and what I hope will be, a turning 
point in our season and our overall 
record really.” 
Puhalksi said he is glad his team 
has something positive to focus on, 
instead of dwelling on their losing 
streak. 
“If you play well and you don’t get 
the win, especially with young guys, 
you get down on yourself. You have 
to see some results and get some 
confidence in what you are doing,” 
he said. 
The team now moves out of the 
basement of the Ontario University 
Athletics, climbing above the Blues 
for second last spot. 
The Hawks hit the ice next on 
the on Oct. 31 at 7 p.m. at Memo-
rial Gardens in North Bay to take on 
Nipissing. 
The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks 
men’s basketball team will have a 
new look for the upcoming season. 
The squad lost some of its 
unquestioned star talent last year, 
but a fresh, young group of players 
believes they can live up to the stan-
dards of past seasons.
Having lost leader Max Allin, the 
team has now turned to fourth-year 
guard Will Coulthard to captain them 
through a year that may include sig-
nificant growing pains, as they have 
many young players. 
His leadership is exemplified by 
his fast-paced, confident brand of 
basketball on the court and a calm, 
self-assured demeanor off it. He is 
also a fan favourite, as several of his 
crossover dribbles elicited big reac-
tions from the crowd at the Athletic 
Complex.
However, he said he still has prog-
ress to make. 
“I’m trying to work on my leader-
ship abilities, trying to lead the team 
in the right direction. I’ve been 
working on my defence. Before I was 
a defensive liability, coach has told 
me, so I’m trying to work on that, 
step up and be a leader,” he said. 
After Saturday’s 74-49 loss to 
the University of British Columbia, 
Coulthard made clear his optimism 
about the Wilfrid Laurier Golden 
Hawk roster. 
“I think we can surprise a lot of 
people,” he said. “A lot of people 
probably don’t think we’re going 
to be as good as we were last year 
because we lost Max [Allin], who 
obviously is a big part. But we’ve 
got some good parts coming in like 
Kyrie [Coleman] and Luke [Allin] and 
other guys, so if people step up and 
play to their potential, I think we can 
surprise a lot of teams.”
His words rang truer on Friday 
night than Saturday, as the Golden 
Hawks hung around late to col-
lect a 79-76 decision. Led by strong 
performances from Kyrie Coleman 
and third-year Aiddian Walters, 
Laurier used an up-tempo offence 
to motor past Montreal’s Concordia 
University. 
A shift in momentum was pal-
pable as soon as the Golden Hawks 
took the court for the third, as a for-
merly stagnant offence transformed 
into a swift fast break-oriented as-
sault. With no answer for the energy 
of the Hawk push, Concordia was 
outscored 49-37 after the intermis-
sion.
After the game, head coach Peter 
Campbell stressed maintaining the 
improvements made by the team in 
the second half.
“I think offensively we’re trying to 
push the ball and I didn’t think we 
did a good job of that early, so we’re 
trying to get up the floor better. We 
need more post touches. We saw 
Kyrie today was very good inside, 
and we need to make use of that 
more often.”
Campbell also alluded to Walters’ 
efforts, praising his forward’s ability 
to lead by example. 
“[Concordia] sets a pace —  they’re 
going to play at that pace, and if you 
can’t match that, you’re going to 
have trouble. So I reminded them 
about that at half time — I said we 
hadn’t done that, and that’s why we 
were down. And I think Aiddian Wal-
ters came out and he took us to that 
level, singlehandedly,” he said.
While the loss of Max Allin is a 
difficult adjustment to, the team’s 
crop of freshman talent ensures 
others will follow him to Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport stardom. At 
the forefront of the first years is Luke 
Allin, Max’s younger brother.
“We expect him to become a very 
good player. I think he’s got the 
genes his brothers were all good —
players. He’s got a package of stuff, 
but he’s got to learn to play at the 
pace of university and the physicality 
of university,” Campbell said.
“He can be a star too, if he keeps 
working on his game,” Coulthard 
added. “I know he’ll work with his 
brother, so that won’t hurt at all.”
The fresh-faced Golden Hawks 
take the court for their regular 
season opener when they host the 
Ryerson Rams on Nov. 7 at the Ath-
letic Complex.
“I’m trying to work on my 
leadership abilities, 
trying to lead the team in 
the right direction.”
-Will Coulthard, shooting guard 
basketball
hockey
“These next couple of 
games are very 
winnable games. Hopefully 
we can put together a little 
stretch.”
-Tyler Stothers, men’s hockey captain 
End of the losing streak
Hawks snap three-game slide with win over Varsity Blues
josh Peters
sports Editor 
WIll Huang/pHoTo edITor
Laurier beat the University of toronto by a score of 3-1 on Sunday night.
zoe nguyen/STaff pHoTograpHer
Men’s basketball faced played concordia University and the University of british columbia at the Hawk challenge. 
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Postseason exit 
A strong homestand for lacrosse
Men’s soccer fell to the York Lions, 
bringing their season to and end 
 e Wilfrid Laurier University 
women’s lacrosse went 2-1 over the 
weekend, ending their season with a 
record of 7-4-1 as they head into the 
playo s. 
 ey managed to knock o  the 
Brock Badgers by score of 10-8 on 
Saturday in Guelph, before splitting 
two games at home between the 
McMaster Marauders and Western 
Mustangs on Sunday.  e scores 
were 12-7 and 10-19, respectively. 
Head coach Lynn Orth had mixed 
feelings about her team’s perfor-
mances across the three games, and 
was disappointed with the amount 
of penalties her team was getting 
called for.  
“We played our best game this 
weekend against Brock. We did not 
play well against McMaster but were 
really lucky that we fought out a win. 
We know we can play with Western,” 
she said.
“We just gave up too many goals, 
and took too many penalties that 
caused us to play shorthanded and 
they capitalized on it.”
 e Mustangs are currently 14-0, 
as no team has been able to record a 
win against them thus far. 
Sara Hatch, a fourth-year attacker 
for the Hawks, said the weekend gave 
the team some con dence going into 
the postseason. 
“Honestly, minus the cards, I think 
we played really well. I think it’s okay 
because we had that good game 
against Brock and even though today 
was a little rocky, I think that gives 
us the momentum to go into OUAs,” 
she said. 
Hatch had 10 goals and an assist 
over the course of the weekend, and 
believes her team has a signi cant 
chance to be the ones to knock o  
the Mustangs and claim gold. 
“I honestly believe that we can. 
We proved today that we can keep up 
with Western, and hopefully we will 
meet them again in that gold medal 
game and take the gold,” she said. 
Orth stressed that the team is very 
well-rounded, which she believes is 
a major asset to them. 
“We have a very potent o ence 
when we settle the ball down in our 
end. We have people who are able to 
score. Our defence is very strong, but 
we got scored on mostly shorthand-
ed,” she said. “As opposed to a star 
here, and a star there, I think we have 
a good team.” 
Communication is something that 
Hatch believed was key in giving 
the Hawks two wins this weekend, 
however she explained that the team 
needs to continue to work on the 
mental side of the game and play 
with a level head. 
“Just not getting hyped up and let-
ting them get in our heads. Just focus 
on playing our game, playing Laurier 
lacrosse and slowing the ball down,” 
she said. 
Orth missed the entirety of last 
season after being diagnosed with 
cancer. She has since recovered 
signi cantly and is hoping for a posi-
tive result this year. Her emphasis is 
on making sure the team plays well 
together, rather than focusing on a 
speci c goal. 
“I think we just need to carry for-
ward with enjoying playing together, 
and playing our game and it should 
work out great for us,” she said. 
 ey begin their quest for the 
OUA championship on Friday Oct. 
31 when they take on the UOIT in 
Oshawa. 
HEATHER DAVIDSON/PHOTO EDITOR 
In their final games of the season, women’s lacrosse lost to the Western Mustangs, but won games over the McMaster Marauders and Brock Badgers. 
LACROSSE
With a young squad, the Wilfrid 
Laurier University men’s soccer 
team gave the nationally ranked York 
Lions a run for their money. 
 e Lions, ranked  rst place in 
Canada, eliminated the Hawks from 
the playo s in quarter nal play by a 
score of 2-0. 
“Overall, the whole game, I have 
to give the boys credit. We actually 
competed and it was a soccer game. 
It was one of those things where we 
competed and we gave them a run 
for their money,” said head coach 
Mario Halapir. 
“It doesn’t matter if it’s a playo  
game or a pick-up game in the park; 
you got to be ready to compete.”
It wasn’t until the 18th minute 
when York found the back of the net 
by a header from defender Henry 
Moody who de ected a free kick into 
the goal. Despite the goal, the Hawks 
continued to play hard. According to 
fourth-year forward Tyrell Wilson, 
Laurier played “sel ess” soccer.
“We all played for each other. 
Everyone was sel ess out there on 
the  eld; there was no individuals. 
Everyone sacri ced everything for 
the team and I believe that was why 
we were able to execute our defen-
sive strategy probably for the whole 
year,” he said.
York put their second tally on 
the board in the 57th minute by 
mid elder Eric Amato, who beat 
goalkeeper Julien John to the ball 
and shot it into the net. 
 at would be all the Lions 
needed to advance to the Ontario 
University Athletics  nal four. 
Halapir said he was impressed 
with the way the Hawks competed 
in this high-pressure, high intensity 
match. Historically, York and Laurier 
have faced o  numerous times in the 
playo s, with the Hawks manag-
ing to beat them in the OUA  nal in 
2008.
Since then, the Hawks have been 
able to play a strong game against 
the Lions each year. It wasn’t until 
last year when Halapir thought the 
Hawks didn’t play their best soccer 
against York. 
“I think last year was the one time 
where we didn’t give them a good 
game,” he said. “We wanted to make 
sure that that didn’t happen again.”
 e most important lesson Wilson 
learned during the game was to just 
keep  ghting, no matter what, and to 
work to persevere.
“Even though you’re a big under-
dog you can’t think that way,” he 
said.  
“You have to actually believe 
you’re going to win and play like 
you’re going to win.”
Despite the outcome, Wilson 
admitted that the Hawks had their 
chances, and that if the bounces 
went in their direction, the game 
could have had another outcome. 
As for the o season, the Hawks 
have the option to participate in the 
o season training program, which 
gives them some turf time playing 
indoors to prepare themselves for 
next season. 
SOCCER
JOSH PETERS
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Back to the final four 
soccer
When the Wilfrid Laurier University 
women’s soccer team went into 
penalty kicks for their third straight 
playoff game, fourth-year goalkeeper 
Maggie Carmichael stood tall.  
When the game remained tied af-
ter 120 minutes of play, Laurier took 
over, scoring four times while Car-
michael made two incredible saves 
in their 2-1 victory that punched 
their ticket to the Ontario University 
Athletics final four. 
“I was feeling good,” Carmichael 
said. “I’d been pretty successful in 
practice so I was hoping for the same 
result that I had gotten before and 
I’m really happy it worked out well.”
Carmichael said she was able to 
read the way the York players were 
going to kick the ball, which was 
crucial in making her two saves.
“Every player’s different, but the 
way that they move approaching the 
ball really gives away where they’re 
going to shoot, and I was lucky I was 
able to read them,” she explained. 
Defenders Kelsey Tikka and Sarah 
Farano, midfielder Jacqueline Lence 
and forward Emily Brown all scored 
for the Hawks during penalty kicks. 
After Tikka’s goal gave the Hawks the 
advantage, both teams traded back 
and forth goals until York’s fourth 
shooter was denied by Carmichael, 
propelling the Hawks to a hard-
fought victory.
“She was outstanding for us, not 
just for penalties but in other aspects 
of the game,” head coach Barry 
McLean said about Carmichael’s 
performance. “We talked right before 
the penalties and we said they’re not 
going to score more than two goals 
on Maggie.”
Laurier started off slow coming 
into the first half, and York got on the 
board first with a well timed cross 
and finish to take the lead going into 
halftime.
“We got a little bit behind the 
game, but we had a good halftime, 
had a chat. We had a couple of 
changes, from then on we were 
the dominant team in the game,” 
McLean said.
When the second half began, it 
didn’t take long for the momentum 
to swing in favour of the Hawks.
First-year midfielder Nicole Lyon 
found the back of the net after a 
corner kick to tie the game at one. 
The game would remain deadlocked, 
with both teams having strong scor-
ing opportunities but nobody was 
able to finish. 
Coming into overtime, York had 
some good opportunities in the front 
half of the frame but strong play by 
the Laurier back end as well as Car-
michael kept the door shut. 
The Hawk’s back end has re-
mained intact for the majority of the 
season, with only minor changes 
being made. 
Carmichael was happy with the 
way defender Jacky Normandeau 
was able to limit scoring opportuni-
ties from York’s key player third-year 
Nour Ghoneim, and position herself 
in the scoring lane to take away Gho-
neim’s chances. 
This will be the eighth consecu-
tive year that the Hawks advance 
to the OUA final four. According to 
McLean, the first playoff game is 
always the hardest game to play. 
“It’s the first game of that season, 
and I think once the nerves go away 
you get a lot better performances,” 
he explained. “The first 45 minutes 
of [the game] was a little bit anxious, 
not our normal tempo and when we 
adjusted we were fine.”
Laurier will kick off the final four 
tournament against the top seed in 
the OUA East, the Ottawa Gee-Gee’s. 
They will take to the pitch at Ron 
Joyce Stadium in Hamilton, Ontario 
on Nov. 1.at 12:30 p.m. 
Drew Yates
Staff Writer 
football 
Headed back to London for playoffs  
heather davidson/photo editor 
the Hawks trailed by 32 points at halftime against the Guelph Gryphons on Saturday, failing to complete a second half comeback and losing by a final score of 41-36 at University Stadium. 
Women’s soccer is set to play in the 2014 OUA semifinals
heather davidson/photo editor 
Women’s soccer is headed to the oUA final four in Hamilton this weekend.
After taking a one-year break from 
the Ontario University Athletics 
playoffs, the Wilfrid Laurier Golden 
Hawks men’s football team is return-
ing with the Yates Cup in mind. 
But the Hawks will have to go 
through the defending champions, 
the Western Mustangs, in the OUA 
quarterfinal on Nov. 1.
The last time these two teams met 
was a mere three weeks ago, when 
the Mustangs demolished the Hawks 
61-20. 
“We’ve got to do some soul 
searching,” said head coach Michael 
Faulds after Laurier dropped their 
final game of the regular season 41-
36 to the Guelph Gryphons.
 “We need to find out — is it jitters, 
is it what we’re eating in the pregame 
meal, what is it that can make Lau-
rier come out of the gates and play 
strong?” 
After missing out on the festivities 
for the first time since 2002 last year 
and posting a 1-7 record, Laurier 
heads back into the playoffs carrying 
the momentum of a second-half 
surge against the Gryphons. 
Despite being down 36-4 at half-
time on Saturday, Laurier stormed 
back with 32 points in the final two 
quarters to come within three of 
the second-place Gryphons, but 
came up just short of completing the 
comeback.
But the effort in the second half 
will be what carries Laurier if they 
have any chance to defeat the Mus-
tangs in the quarterfinal. 
“You start to gain momentum; the 
guys really start to believe,” Faulds 
said. 
“I’ve been with teams that were 
8-0 and 4-4 and both teams won 
the Yates Cup. You’ve just got to 
get in [the playoffs] and you have a 
chance.” 
On the plus side, Laurier won’t 
have to go through Western’s poster 
boy quarterback Will Finch, who suf-
fered his second concussion of the 
season when he took a knee to the 
back of the head Saturday against the 
Windsor Lancers. 
However, the last time the Hawks 
tangled with the Mustangs, Finch 
wasn’t their issue. Backup quarter-
back Stevenson Bone got his first-
career start against Laurier, going 
19-for-25 for 285 yards and three 
touchdowns. 
He also led an offence that scored 
the most points against Laurier in 
modern-day history. 
And he’ll be back at the helm on 
Saturday.
“We know what  to expect, we 
know how they play and they know 
how we play. We’re going to go down 
there, look at the film, do our job 
and hopefully get the job done,” said 
fourth-year running back Dillon 
Campbell, who finished his record-
breaking regular season with 1,458 
rushing yards, 13 touchdowns and 
an astounding 182.2 yards per game. 
He even accounted for 46 per cent 
of all offence Laurier had this season.
Campbell posted his second 
game in which he rushed for more 
than 200 yards, finishing at 203 and 
scoring two touchdowns. Faulds 
was shocked to hear his star player 
ran that many yards, declaring it the 
quietest 200 yards he’s seen. Guelph 
used their big defensive line to shut 
him down, but somehow on 35 car-
ries Campbell found his way past the 
200-yard milestone. 
Even third-year receiver Anthony 
Pizzuti was able to find the end zone, 
posting 96 yards and two touch-
downs.
While the offensive cylinders 
seem to be working, the Hawks still 
couldn’t muster four full quarters of 
football — an issue that hurt them 
last season and the tail end of this 
season. 
“We’ve just got to play four 
quarters, that’s all it comes down to,” 
Campbell said. 
“We had a great second half, just 
the first half we came out short. [This 
week], we’ve got playoffs, so we’ll go 
four quarters.” 
Faulds echoed Campbell, saying 
that a four full quarters from the of-
fence, defence and special teams will 
be the primary solution to having a 
chance against the Mustangs. 
“We know we played a really good 
fourth quarter [against Western], and 
we played a really good second half 
today, we just need to find a way to 
play a full four quarters together,” he 
said. 
The Hawks will take the field on 
Nov. 1 in London, Ontario as they 
make their return to the postseason 
this year. 
Kickoff is at 1 p.m at TD Water-
house stadium. 
“You start to gain 
momentum; the guys 
really start to believe.”
-Michael Faulds, football head coach 
shelbY blackleY
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